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PHILIPPINES 


SWEDISH INVESTORS PAY VISIT 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Oct 83 p 35 


[Text] Gosta Bystedt, chief executive officer of the Electrolux Group of 
Companies and Simon Liliedahl, president of the International Division of AB 
Electrolux, Sweden, are in town to look into the possibility of increasing 
Electrolux investments in the Philippines and expanding the Manila operations. 


Electrolux is a Swedish industrial and commercial conglomerate with production 
sales and service organizations in five continents. It has affiliates in 
more than 40 countries including the Philippines. 


Electrolux's business involvements include catering, laundering and hygiene. 
It is also considered as the largest manufacturer of appliances and clean- 
ing equipment worldwide. 


Their stay will be highlighted by business meetings with top executives of 
CPJ Corporation--Carlos Palanca, Jr., president and chairman of the board; 
Mercedes Pleno, vice president for administration; Domingo de Vera, vice 
president for finance and the management heads of Electrolux Philippines, 
Inc. and Euroclean Marketing, Inc. 


CSO: 4200/114 




















PHILIPPINES 


VIRATA REASSURES PRIVATE SECTOR ON PRICE MONITORING 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Oct 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Prime Minister Cesar £. A. Virata said present government price moni- 
toring does not intend to lay undue pressure on the business and industrial 
sectors. 


In a speech delivered for him by Secretary General Jose P. Leviste, Jr. at 
the closing ceremonies of the first Visayas business conference held in Cebu 
City, Virata said the government is still a firm believer of free enterprise 
and private sector initiative. 


He continued that the government also believes that part of the efforts to 
maintain the viability of the system is to allow prices to seek their own 
levels. 


he noted it is only under abnormal situations such as the country is exper- 
fencing now that government deems it appropriate to intervene, in the process 
of adjustment, in order to prevent certain unscrupulous sectors from taking 
advantage of the situation. 


Virata urged the private sector to cooperate with the government in effecting 
an orderly adjustment in prices. 


In the same occasion, he called on the private sector to be more concerned 
about the continued development of the country. 


While recent events have stained the resiliency of the economy, Virata said, 
this will require from us the foresight and vision to rise above partisan 
rhetoric. 


He told the private sector to address tnemselves to the task of solving the 
problems, at the same time, making the most out of the economic opportuni- 
ties presented by the expected worldwide economic recovery. 


He said that despite the external factors which have continuously worked 
against the country's development efforts, the Philippines has been able to 
achieve farily successful strides in previous years. 




















Such resiliency, according to him, could have been possible only under condi- 
tions of discipline and political stability in the country. 


"With world economic recovery in sight, we must all the more build on this 
resiliency and seek to strengthen our discipline for us to be able to effec- 


tively and positively ride the stream of economic recovery that have already 
started in other parts of the world,” he said. 


CSO: 4200/114 

















PHILIPPINES 


CENTRAL BANK FASES WRITE-OFF RULES 
Manila PH'LIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in Znglish 16 Oct 83 p 12 


[Text] The Central Bank Friday relaxed its regulations in writing off loans 
as bad debts, a move that would give banks more leeway in claiming tax deduc- 
tions due to bad loans. 


In a small unnumbered circular, the CB said the board of directors of the 
bank can decide on the frequency of writing off loans and advances. 


In the past, banks were required to get CB approval for every bad loan that 
it wanted to write-off. 


Prior Monetary Board approval will be required only to write off loans and 
advance to DOSRI (directors, officers, stockholders and their related inter- 
ests) whether direct or indirect, the CB said. 


Likewise, prior board approval was required for to writing off loans to the 
head of the appropriate supervising and examining department with individual 
unpaid balances of P100,000 or more. 


However, the CB said, the total amount of loans and advances that may be 
written off during the year should not exceed three percent of total loans 
and investments of the bank. 


Moreover, the charge-offs should be made against allowance for probable los- 
sea, earnings during the year and/or retained earnings. 


Only loans and advances that have been past due (or delinquent) for six months 
or more and are justified to be uncollectible may be written off, the CB added. 


According to the CB, applications for write-off of loans and advances shall 
be submitted at least 30 days prior to the intended date of write-off. 





Loans and advances include all types of credit accommodations granted to, and 
advances made by the bank for the account of the borrowers/debtors, including 
interest thereon recorded in the books. 





Meanwhile, CB senior deputy governor Gabriel Singson reminded commercial 
banks that they print their name or log on the travelers checks sold for 
travel, living allowance and educational expenses. 


4 











He said that banks shall sell directly to the intended user of the funds (not 
to any representative) who shall be required to sign the checks in the pre- 
sence of an officer of the selling bank. 
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AGRARIAN REFORM MINISTER ASSESSES PROGRAM 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Oct 83 p 16 
[Article by Isidro M. Roman] 


[Text] Agrarian Reform Minister Conrado F. Estrella said that the success 
of agrarian reform in the Philippines can be attributed to President Marcos’ 
concept of integraced approach whereby farmers are not only given land and 


security of tenure but provided with a package of services to firm up their 
productivty and income. 


Petrella, KBL chairman and assemblyman in Region I, made this statement at 
the convention of Northern Luzon Rural Bankers held at the Fort Ilocandia ho- 
tel in Laoag City the other day. 


He said the package of services include free legal assistance; education and 
assistance; education and skills training; infrastructure such as roads, 
bridges, electric power and irrigation systems; cooperative formation; organi- 
zation of farmers groups; and supervised credit. 


"We are proud to say that after 11 years of vigorous program implementation 
made possible by President Marcos through the Tenant Emancipation Decree, we 
have alleviated the plight of some six million men, women and children in the 
rural areas,” Estrella said, 


He said in the package of services, credit is of prime importance because much 
like the commercial and industrial sectors, the agricultural sector could 
thrive more speedily and meaningfully with the provision of adequate and 1li- 
berally available capital. 


He called upon the rural bankers "to exercise liberality and tolerance in at- 
tending to the credit needs of the rural entrepreneurs because many of tile, 
are summarily regarded as non-bankabie.” 


"The attitude of considering the rural folk, especially the farmers, as non- 
bankable is no different from the judicial prejudice of pronouncing the accu- 
sed as guilty before he is proven innocent,” Estrella added. 








He said most of the farmers today are more responsible and trustworthy, imbued 
as they are with their newfound independence and dignity. 


Petrella urged the rural bankers to give the farmers a sporting chance and "I 
am certain that it will not only trigger off more busivess but will have a mul- 
tiplier effect on rural progress.” 


"The countryside is the arena where the battle for progress will be won or 
lost.” "It is also in the countryside where more than 70 per cent of the 53 
million Filipinos live and where economic activity must prosper if the nation 
is to survive,” Estrella added. 


CSO: 4200/114 











WINDFALL EXPORT TAX OPPOSED 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 16 Oct 83 p 10 


[Text ] ‘A strong objection 


the private sector 





ew conan rate of 


vernment policy of 

ncouraging Philip- 
pine export products. 
j_ “With a windfall pro- 
fit tax, how can you 
encourage exports 
‘which the country 
jpeeds badly?” Santos 


The PCCI president 
aid the tax is counter- 
;productive since what 


exporters need on the 
contrary are enter “hina 


Santos continued 
that in the case of non- 
traditional products, 
the added value is the 


only component being 
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ASEAN FORESTRY RESOLUTION REPORTED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 16 Oct 83 pp 1, 6 
[Article by Rose Dela Cruz] 


[Text] More industrial forest plantations will be set up in the five coun- 
tries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations to boost the region's 
wood production and maintain its ecological balance. 


This was agreed upon yesterday by ASEAN forestry officials who said that such 
plantations will supplement sources of raw materials for wood-based industries 
in the region. 


The forestry officials’ position was contained in a resolution called the 
"Manila Declaration on ASEAN Tropical Forestry" approved at the end of the 
First ASEAN Forestry Congress at the Philippine International Convention 
Center. 


The resolution will be submitted next week to the ASEAN Committee on Food, 
Agriculture and Forestry, which will in turn endorse this to leaders of the 
five member countries for adoption. 


ASEAN forestry officials, representing the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore and Thailand, began their deliberations last Monday to thresh out 
forestry and ecological problems besetting the region. 


The delegates presented position papers on how to cope with the problems on 
a regional basis, including a total ban on exports of logs from the region. 


The resolution also called for: 
--Each member country to reserve and maintain "adequate" areas as natural 


forests where cutting will be banned and appropriate forestry practices will 
be used to increase timber production. 


—Adoption of appropriate harvesting and processing techniques to increase 
wood recovery; utilization of more lesser-known species (LKS); and more ef- 
fective marketing strategies. 











~-Tapping of the citizenry in the conservation and development of forest lands 
and harnessing the forests as a means of developing and stabilizing rural 
communities dependent on forests for livelihood, 


~-Upgrading the management capabilities of national parks and wildlife to 
reflect their importance to ASEAN heritage. 


-~-Development of effective education and extension programs to enlighten the 
region's population on the benefits of forests. 


The resolution was signed by forestry directors Edmundo V. Cortes of the Philip- 
pines, who is also conference chairman; Rubini Atmawidjaja of Indonesia, Dato 
Muhammad Jabil of Malaysia, Lee Sing Kong of Singapore and Pong Sono of 
Thailand. 


The forestry officials called for a "realistic" and comprehensive land use 
planning system for the region and an assessment of the effectiveness of the 
selective logging system being used in the Philippines. 


They agreed to adopt a system of inventories and comprehensive collation of 
forest resources data. 


They also agreed to establish "common" training and research programs to en- 
able them to exchange expertise and technical knowhow. 


CSO: 4200/113 
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BENDICTO SEES ERC OBSTACLE TO MEW SUGAR PACT 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 16 Oct 83 p 10 


{Text } 
(PNA) — The price of 


BACOLOD CITY 


sugar in the world 
market would be un- 
ipredictable for the Phi- 
‘lippines if a new inter- 
mational sugar agree 
iment (ISA) is not con- 
cluded by the end of 
984, according to Phi- 

ippine Sugar mi6- 

jon (Philsucom) 

airman Roberto S. 


cto. 

In a speech during 
ithe Ist Annual Con- 
vention of the Philip- 
pine Society of Mecha- 
nical Engineers (PSM) 
here, Benedicto said 
“we are not sure that 
the agreement will be 
concluded but we are 
doing everything we 
can.” ‘ 

If the international 
sugar agreement will 
not be concluded by 
1984, the Philippines 
will be left in the open 


(market with its unat- 
fable prices, which we 


"tract except Brazil, Au- 
ae. Cubs and the 
European Economic 
Community (EEC). 

1 He sees the EEC as 
the obstacle to the 
agreement because 


ng one of the world’s 
argest producers of 
sugar, they can dictate 
the prices 
“There will be no 
reement without 
C,” he said as he 
Teported the develop- 
— on the recently 
koncluded Geneva, 
Switzerland meeting 
here he represented 
Philippines. 


| The Philsucom 
Chairman said that if 
the EEC signs the 

t, the inter- 
}national sugar sgree- 
ment will be con- 
Juded. 
However, EEC has 
‘announced that it will 
‘not conform to the 
agreement unless they 
are given a big quota 


ended MPP hn the sug, ark 
| which wou ring 

involved in the agree- 

to the detriment of the 

ment, all have agreed philippines 

on stipulation of con- He said to have a 


erybody must be in 
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DROUGHT AFFECTS COPRA SUPPLY, PRICES 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 


onth drought have now become 


[Text] | effects of last year's eight- 


cso: 


“visible” in the domestic market as 
opre had “practically dis 
ppeared,” the United Coconut 
ssociation of the Philippines 
UCAP) said yesterday 


The association noted that this 
had resulted in a rising trend in 
ices and said dealers are today 
oting 470 pesos (33.50 dollars) 
100 kg. (220 Ib) against yester- 
Gay's 450 pesos (32 dollars) for 
delivery to Manila oil mills. 


' “But 80 far sellers continued to 
remain on the sidelines,” UCAP 
said. 

“The recent peso devaluation 
had also fueled the disappearance 
of copra as sellers opt for positions 
to take advantage of expected fu- 
ture higher prices,” it edded. 

The association reported that in 
the provinces, millgate delivery 


4200/113 


16 Oct 83 p 10 


asking price today was between 

430-450 pesos (30.70-32.14 dollars) 

for every 100 kg (220 Ib) while 

buying stations wanted 420-430 

—_ (30.00-30.70 dollars) per 100 
4 


Yesterday, prices at millsites 
were at 375-390 pesos (26.80-27 85 
dollars) per 100 kg. while buying 
stations were quoting 370 pesos 
(26.40 dollars) per 100 kg. 


Earlier, the Philippine Coconut 
Authority, the state body in charge 
of coconut development, estimated 
that coconut production this year 
would be 1.7 million tons while 
estimated total demand would be 
about 1.9 million tons. 


Last year’s production was 2.1 
million tons.Coconut is the leading 
export of the Philippines and s 
third of the country’s 52 million 
population make their living off it. 
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COLUMN LISTS BRIBES, CHECKPOINTS FACED BY FOOD TRUCKS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Oct 83 p 36 


[Article by Ramon Tulfo in the "Police News Roundup" column: "Of Prices and 
Tong”) 


[Text] Don't blame inflation alone for the high cost of food you bought from 
the market. Don't only blame the market vendor who sold you, say, a vegetable, 
which you found very expensive but had to buy it anyway because you have to 
eat. Perhaps you can not also blame the vegetable dealer who bought the goods 
from the farm and transported them to the market. The dealer had to add the 
transport rate and the wages of the men who brought the goods on the overall 
cost of the goods. 


And yes, don't forget the checkpoints through which the truck which brought 
the vegetables from farm to market had to pass. Those checkpoints are con- 
tributing immensely to the high cost of farm products. The dealer had to set 
aside a big sum to grease the palms of policemen and soldiers manning those 
checkpoints. 


Here's an example of how a truck carrying food or other products from the farm 
to Metro Manila has to go through. 


An informant enumerated the checkpoints his truck passed through recently and 
the amount his driver and helper had to "come across" to be allowed through. 


The informant's truck carried rattan, used in making furniture, worth B50,000. 
He had to shell out ®5,430 to people manning the checkpoints. 


The rattan cargo came from Dipaculao, Aurora province, and was transported 
to Manila. 


According to the informant, the following were the checkpoints which the 
cargo passed: 


~-Bureau of Forest Development (BFB) checkpoint in Dipaculao town, B100. 


--PC checkpoint in Dipaculao, 8150. 
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--Police and Civilian Home Defense Force checkpoint in Dipaculao, #100. 
~~San Lutr e*hpoint fronting the PC headquarters, B70. 

—BDF chec.., it at Ditumabo, #400. 

--Constabulary highway patrol group (CHPG) at Ditumabo, P50. 

-~Joint BFD-PC detachment at Diteki, #300. 

--Joint BFD-PC detachment at Dimani, 8150. 


--Checkpoints in Baler (BFD), in Sta. Maria (BFD), and in Villa Aurora (PC), 
for a total of B850. 


--BFD in Calaanan, P150. 

-~PC in Calaanan, 9300. 

--PC detachment at Peza, #300. 

--Camp Turingan where a certain Captain Divina received the tong, P700. 
—PC at Larcon, #200. 

--Police at Bongabon, #100. 

--Sapang Buho police detachment, #200. 
--Palayan police checkpoint, P100, 
-~-Palayan PC detachment, #200. 

-~PC and BFD at Cabo, #300. 

—BFD and PC at Sta. Rosa, #100. 
-~Police in Sta. Rosa, #100. 

--Police in Cabiao, P50. 

--PC detachment at Floodway, B9". 


--Airforce detachment in Mexico, Pampanga, 820. 


CSO: 4200/114 
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PDP-LABAN LEADER SAYS GOVERNMENT UNWILLING TO TALK 

Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Oct 83 p 35 

[Article by Cerge M. Remonde] 

[Text] Cebu City--The Pilipino Democratic Party (PDP)-Lakas Ng Bayan 
(LABAN) is willing to dialogue with the administration of matters involving 


national interest. 


Former Congressman Antonio V. Cuenco, national PDP-Laban chairman, stressed 
this in an interview over a local radio program entitled "Microphone." 


Cuenco denied reports that the opposition is not willing to dialogue with the 
government on matters of public interest unless President Marcos resigns. 


The truth of the matter, Cuenco said, is the government has not seriously in- 
vited the opposition to a dialogue except in press releases. 


Cuenco said the opposition is for national unity and reconciliation but not 
under President Marcos. 


Moreover, national unity and reconciliation could only be attained if justice 
can be given to former Sen. Benigno S. Aquino Jr. and other victims of the 
Marcos regime, Cuenco said. 


CSO: 4200/114 
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COLUMNIST SEES MORE CREDIBLE ELECTIONS, INVESTIGATION 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 16 Oct 83 p 4 


[Teodoro?. Valencia in "Over a Cup of Coffee" column: "New Commish More 
Credible") 


[Text] In the 1984 elections, the opposition will have every chance to find 
out if the groundswell they have generated after the death of ex-Senator Aquino 
can be translated into votes. There will be a new registration of voters to 
erase any impression of padding of election lists. The opposition will have 
representation in the Commission on Elections to be sure that the registra- 
tion is done right. Election by region will be abolished. Instead, assembly- 
men will be elected by district or by province, depending on what the Batasan 
Pambansa decides next week. 


The daily newspapers have hit back at the “alternative press" by publishing 
more of what the opposition are doing. This is the area of competition that 
the “alternative press" can't fight well without putting up better printing 
facilities and hiring competent staffs. Radio and television have done the 
same to counter the criticism of some people that the electronic media is too 
tame and obedient. 


The new investigative body to look into the Aquino slaying will definitely be 
more credible and effective. Despite the negative criticisms that will per- 
sist, the new investigative body can function. After all, the test of va- 
lidity will be the result, not the procedures nor the composition of the 
commission. 


CSO: 4200/113 
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BIGORNIA VIEWS ELECTION REFORM F?¥FORTS 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Oct 83 p 6 


"Batasan Election by District Gains Headway") 


[Column by Jesus Bigornia: 
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PHILIPPINES 


GOVERNMENT ACTION URGED AGAINST CURRENCY VIOLATORS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 15 Oct 83 p 4 
(Editorial: "Government Action on Report”) 


[Text] An inter-agency task force has pinpointed 40 individuals engaged in 
dollar salting, blackmarketing and smuggling. The list reportedly includes 
an assemblyman and two ranking colonels of the Armed Forces. 


The public is still awaiting government action on the report. The agitation 
for a speedy government reaction has been spearheaded by national organiza- 
tions of businessmen, exporters, employers, labor groups and consumers. 


Dollar salting, blackmarketing and smuggling have been identified as main 
causes of invisible dollar outflow from the country and cited as among the 
principal reasons behind devaluation of the peso. Yet, no one in the last 
20 years has been prosecuted for foreign exchange salting, blackmarketing and 
smuggling. 


The government agencies involved in the fight against economic saboteurs can 
never convince the people of their seriousness if no illegal trafficker in 
foreign exchange is jailed or if no action is taken at all on the report of 
the inter-agency task force. 


The effects of the foreign exchange outflow from the country, worsened by the 
unabated salting, smuggling and blackmarketing of dollars, have debilitated 
the national economy and will. To allow it to get worse is tantamount to an 
act of treason against the country and people. 


CSO: 4200/113 
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PHILIPPINES 


CHIEF OF STAFF ISSUFS CLARIFICATION ON MILITARY PERSONNEL RECALL 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Oct 83 pp 1, 14 
[Article by Ieidro M. Roman] 


[Text] Gen. Fabian C. Ver, Armed Forces chief of staff, said yesterday that 
his order to recall military personnel assigned to various civilian agencies 


of the government does not include those appointed or designated by President 
Marcos. 


Ver issued the clarification to prevent demoralization in civilian offices 
whose heads of office are appointed or designated by the President, accord- 
ing to Armed Forces spokesman Col. Emiliano D. Templo. 


Reports reaching Camp Aguinaldo disclosed that civilian offices being managed 
by military officers have become demoralized because of an earlier announce- 
ment recalling all military personnel assigned to these offices. 


Some employees and heads of units or dividions were reported to have "switched 
loyalties and re-aligned” their personnel to the ¢ivilian official next in 
rank to military officers holding top positions. 


Aside from these designated by the President, also exempted from the recall 
order are officers and men on detail with civil government offices but are 
actually performing military-related functions. 


According to Templo, among these offices are the National Intelligence and Se- 
curity Administration (NISA), Ministry of National Defense (MND) and Office 
of the President. 


The recall order, which was given to Brig. Gen. Catalino Villaneuva, Armed 
Forces deputy chief of staff for personnel, involves the pullout of 2,000 
military personne! taken from the four major services of the AFP-Army, PC, 
Navy, and Air Force. 


The military personnel will return to their respective units for retaining 
and eventual reassignment to the field. 
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The salartes and allowances of the officers and men exempted from the recall 
order of Ver will now be paid by their respective civilian agencies. 


Among those exempted are Brig. Gen. Ramon Farolan, of the Bureau .: Customs, 
Col. Mariano R. Santiago and Lt. Col. Conrado K. Tolentino of the Bureau of 
Land Transportation (BLT), and Cmdr. J. Roilo S. Golez of the Bureau of Posts. 


CsoO: 4200/114 
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ARMY GENERALS OPPOSE ARMING POLICE WITH ARMALITES 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 16 Oct 83 pp 1, 8 


[Article by Jose de Vera] 


cso 


steps to block the 
issuance, unless neces 


sary, of 28,000 pistolized 
fbaby” Armalite rifles to 


' The Armed Forces 


4200/113 


pistolized Armalites 
manufactured locally 
was announced by the 
AFP after a 45- 
million loan was 
signed with the AFP 
Retirement and 
Beparation Benefit 
System (RSBS) IJast 
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PHILIPPINES 


ARMY KKK PROJECiS REPORTED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 15 Oct 83 p 13 


[Text] Fort Bonifacio--Mrs. Imelda Romualdez Marcos, First Lady and Human 
Settlements minister, visited last Oct. 12, Fort Bonifacio's KKK expansion 
projects as a rejoinder in her recent nationwide food production program 
launched in Malacanang grounds last Saturday. 


The Philippine Army, as a responsive arm of the government, has launched its 
own livelihood programs by converting idle lands inside camp reservations 
into the KKK seven prototypes. 


To date, the Army boasts of 685,66 hectares of land planted with different 
trees, fruit and non-fruit bearing varieties; 3,090,000 fingerlings seeded 

in various Army fishponds plus some 1,190,000 ready for harvest; 22,661 
livestock heads raised and the continuous conduct of seminars for both the 
military personnel and their dependents on animal dispersal, cottage and light 
industries; food preservation, sewing and embroidery and pest control to help 
them in their daily living. 


Maj. Gen. Josephus Q. Ramas, Army chief, will never go hungry” as he commended 
his troops’ increased efficiency in the food production drive. 


"A hungry stomach will not have a sound thinking mind, so it is necessary to 
have a national rally for growth and dévelopment if we want to alleviate the 
plight of the human race," added Ramas. 


The general also said, "the Army is venturing on a massive food production 


project as part of its love campaign for the people and as the command's re- 
sponse to the call of the First Lady to increase food production. 


"The people look up to the military as the prime mover, so we must not fail 
Such expectations,” he added. 


General Ramas atrributed the Army's success to the willingness of the troopers 
to contribute each share through labor, expertise and time for the project. 


cso: 4200/113 
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PHILIPPINES 


TWO THOUSAND SUPPORTERS SURRENDER IN DAVAO 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Oct 83 p 17 
[Article by Ped C. Velasco] 


[Text] Mawab, Davao del Norte--More than 2,000 New People’s Army (NPA) sup- 
porters and sympathizers, including barangay captains and councilmen from the 
entire 11 barangays of this town surrendered recently to government authori- 
ties here. 


Lt. Col. Donda K. Matabalao, commanding officer of the lst Scout Ranger Bat- 
talion, said the surrenderees were composed of NPA tax collectors, informers 
(pasa bilis), food procurers and suppliers, and members of the semi-legal 
team. Some of the surrenderees carried placards denouncing the NPA activi- 
ties in the countryside like harassing innocent civilians. 


Matabalao said the unexpected surrender of the NPA mass base was realized 
through the effort of his command, in coordination with the Mawab municipal 
government led by Mayor Benjamin Jampayas. 


Davao del Norte Gov. Gregorio R. Dujali administered the oath of allegiance 
of the surrenderees and personally welcomed them to the fold of the law. 


In his speech, the governor exhorted the surrenderees to unite and extend 
full support to the government particularly in its present campaign for peace. 


The surrenderees came from the barangays of Poblacion, Andili, Bawani, Concep- 
cion, Nueva Vizcaya, Nuevo Iloco, Malinawon, Sawangan, Saosao, Salvacion, 
and Tuburan. 


It will be recalled that barangay Tuburan which is a few kilometers from Ma- 
wab town proper was the site of an ambush staged by NPA guerillas last July 4 
where 11 Scout Rangers were killed. 


CsO: 4200/114 
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PHILIPPINES 


MANILA EDITORIAL SEES MORE CREDIBLE INVESTIGATION 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 16 Oct 83 p 4 
{Editorial: "Who Are Your Nominees?"] 


[Text] A presidential decree has just been signed abolishing an earlier com- 
mission and creating a new one which will dig deep into the Aquino assassina- 
tion. This provides a fresh start which we hope will be pursued to an ex- 
haustive and credible conclusion. 


The abolition of the Fernando Commission should now put behind all the legal 
objections and personal reservations of the public regarding the propriety 

of having this body determine the truth behind the political killing. The 
task now is to appoint with haste the chairman and members of the new commis- 
sion. 


The very issuance of a decree creating the probe body indicates an effort to 
form a commission which the public can respect and regard as a truly indepen- 
dent and capable investigative body. Unless the members of the new commis- 
sion carry the confidence of the public, the probe body is bound to suffer 
the fate of its predecessor. This can only worsen the already restive politi- 
cal climate. 


It is thus for everybody who wants the truth, specially the articulate critics 
of the abolished commission and the Aquino family, to now put their act to- 
gether and speak out as to who should represent the people in the investiga- 
tive body. The composition of this body is of central importance if only be- 
cause the commission's findings will all be for nothing if the people's faith 
in the investigators is absent. 


And once a credible commission is formed, we hope there would be no more 
roadblocks and obstacles thrown its way. The search for truth behind the 
Quino assassination has been hampered long enough. The tension and restless- 
ness spawned by the killing continue to worsen. We have wasted too much 

time already. Let's get the investigation rolling. 


CsO: 4200/113 

















PHILIPPINES 


PAF VAN ASSOCIATED WITH AQUINO SAID ‘HAUNTED’ 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Oct 83 pp 1, 13 


[Text] Cebu City (Agence France Presse)--An unidentified "spirit" is 
"haunting" the Air Force van that sped former Sen Benigno S. Aquino, Jr. to 
hospital after he was shot dead last Aug. 21. 


The “spirit” is "scaring the wits” out of soldiers, Pusyon Bisaya Assembly- 
man Filemon Fernandez said. 


"It 1s really scary hearing all the eerie sounds and noise inside the empty 
and locked van. No one now wants to use it,” Fernandez quoted a military in- 
formant, as saying. 


Fernandez was a member of the defunct commission set up to probe Aquino's 
murder. 


Fernandez said he was also told by his military contacts that the military 
vehicle is now lying idle and had not been used since the assassination because 
of the unexplained sounds. 


He said his military contact said the sounds began to be heard, mostly at 
night, the next day after Aquino was killed. 


The contact assured him the van had been locked since Aquino's death and that 


no one now wanted to go near it. The vehicle is parked in the farthest corner 
of an Air Force parking lot at Villamor Air Base. 


CSO: 4200/114 
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PHILIPPINES 


TWO EXILED OPPOSITIONISTS TO RETURN 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 16 Oct 83 p 6 


[Text] Opposition leaders Jovito Salonga and John Osmena, who are now liv- 
ing in the United States, are planning to return to the Philippines next 
month to join the opposition groups here, the Agence France-Presse reported 
yesterday. 


The AFP, quoting Jorge Baladhay, secretary general of the United Nationalist 
Democratic Organization in Cebu City, said Salonga and Osmena were planning 
to return home together. 


Baladhay said the two informed him of their plans last week. 


But he added that Salonga had first to finish a book on international law 
for Yale University, his alma mater, while Osmena was as yet unable to get a 
passport from the Philippine consulate in California, the AFP said. 


Salonga was a top opposition leader implicated in an alleged plot to kill Mar- 
cos in 1980. He was arrested and placed in detention, but was later allowed 
to go to the US for medical treatment. 


He was also one of the victims of the still unresolved Plaza Miranda bombing, 
which nearly wiped out the opposition Liberal Party on Aug. 21, 1971. 


Osmena, on the other hand, chose to exile himself shortly after martial law 
was declared in September 1972. He has been unable to secure a passport since 
early this year, Baladhay said. 


Political observers said the return of the two opposition leaders would 
strengthen UNIDO, which they plan to formally join upon their return. 


Salonga was consistently one of the country's top vote-getters in senatorial 
elections, and was considered second only to Aquino as an opposition presiden- 
tial hopeful. 


Osmena, known as the "demonstrating senator” because of his practice of join- 
ing student demonstrators in the streets, has a large following among the 
youth. 


CSO: 4200/114 
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THAILAND 


IMPACT OF INDOCHINA TRADE DISCUSSED 

Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 10 Jun 83 p 4 

[Article by "Little Bird in an Orange Grove"] 

{fext] 1. Two-Front Battle. Negotiation Table oo Nyperters 


Looking ahead, 22 June 1983 will be the second anniversary of the three- 
party Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea, “Ter or Sihanouk 
from the Moulinaka forces as president, Mr Son Sann, le@fer of the Khmer 
Serei, as prime minister, and Mr Khieu Sampan of the Khm®r Rouge as vice 
president in charge of foreign affairs. . 





The birth of the three-party coalition government is the result of many 
factors. And for one factor, Thailand has been criticized by some sectors, 
or even by some observers of the conduct of Thai foreign policy, saying 

that it has involved itself too excessively in the Indochinese problem. And 
many knowledgeable people and experts are still arguing today about whether 
that criticism is valid or invalid. 


In any case, if we disregard the criticism and look at the debate and the 
conclusion, we will see that peace in Indochina is still a long way from 
being accomplished. And the resolution or "sword" from the United Nations 
is daily becoming negative and meaningless because it cannot be implemented 
in practice. The most outstanding problem is that the demand for the with- 
drawal of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea has lost its meaning entirely. 


The failure of the United Nations has made the political game in Indochina 
or in ASEAN increasingly complicated. And it seems that it is very diffi- 
cult for Thailand to avoid being involved in the problem, which resulted 
in the above criticism. Furthermore, Thailand's enormous exhaustion re- 
sults from the fact that it has a common border with Kampuchea where Viet- 
nam 16 occupying and carrying on a holocaust. How Thailand is affected by 
the Kampuchean problem, the world can very well witness. 


Therefore, it can be said that the Kampuchean problem or the Indochinese 
problem continues to result in more and more political games or more dis- 
order in the use of negotiation table as each day goes by. On another front, 
Thailand has become an outpost which /ifetnam can hit for effect or a polit- 
{cal lightning rod. And sometimes an exertion of military pressure in order 
to bring about negotiations is also possible. 
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2. Lack of Unity. Appearance or Reality 


It is interesting to note that even when there is a new Indochinese three- 
party coalition government in this new line-up, there is still «» unity in 
the new coalition as many had hoped there would be. On the contrary, there 
{s an accumulation of problems or new problems continue to crop up. And 

the latest is that Prince Sihanouk has threatened to resign from the leader- 
ship position of the coalition government if Mr Son Sann would not stop 
criticizing him. And soon after, Mr Son Sann denied that he had been throw- 
ing mud at Prince Sihanouk. 


Then the matter died down, leaving observers in doubt and with the desire 

to know so that they resorted to a search for confusing data. Have no worry, 
as long as there is lack of unity in the coalition government, the Vietna- 
mese will continue to grin. Although the forces of the three Kampuchean 
parties would continue to carry on operations evenly, there will be nothing 
new to worry about as long as the political means, which will help guide the 
way to solution, is still weak. 


When we turn to look at our government, there is still nothing to be proud 
of, as far as the unity of policy is concerned. Although we have the na- 
tional army, the national security council, and the Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs--all of which are powerful--we still do not have a unified policy. It 
is a waste of time to dig up facts. And from the Prem 4 four-party coali- 
tion government, the policy issued forth by the parties joining the govern- 
ment is not unified, instead it is split. This is our internal problem and 
deserves our examination. 


There has been a start in the form of a "feeler" by Mr Pichai Rattakun, 
deputy prime minister and leader of the Democratic Party, who proposed that 
the policy of "trade before politics” be used, so that there would be reac- 
tions and expression of points of view about Thailand's policy toward the 
Indochinese problem, Instead, this problem has at best become a sort of a 
fuse leading to the division among the cabinet ministers; and this division 
will continue for some time. What is questionable is if this problem re- 
miins or gets worse the group that advocates the policy of "trade before 
politics" would think that Vietnam would not carry on aggression once its 
stomach is filled. If that is their thinking, then what we should be con- 
cerned about is whether such thinking is right or wrong. 


3. Trade or Politics First: "Complicated" Answer 


Dr Khien Thirawit, a tenured professor at the Faculty of Political Science, 
Chulalongkorn University, who has been studying the Indochinese problem, 
explained that the advantage of the policy of "trade before politics” is 

that we can use Indochina as an outlet for our goods. But our speculation 
can be wrong because Vietnam does not have much purchasing power. The dis- 
advantage is that it can create a severe negative effect on Thailand. If 

we open trade relations with Vietnam and trade publicly with that country-- 
this will be a cause for the countries that are providing economic assistance 
to Vietnam, such as Australia, Canada, Western European countries, and the 
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United States, [as published] to increase their economic relations with Viet- 
nam even more. The talks that we hope for will not come easy; the benefits 
that should belong to the country as a whole will instead belong to an in- 
terest group of a few traders and businessmen. 


However, Dr Khien hopes that Air Cnief Marshal Siddhi and Mr Phichai wili 
be able to find a solution to the Kampuchean problem that is within the 
framework of the United Nations Charter; and he hopes that neither of the 
two would move ahead unilaterally. For that would unnecessar; ly benefit 
Vietnam. 


And there is the case of one advisor to the prime minister who commented 
that even the national security council did not agree with the policy of 
"trade before politics," and said that trade with Indochina will build up 
wealth for a certain group of peuple, and promote the strength of the Heng 
Samrin regime, which in turn will be a danger to Thailand. If we were to 
open trade relations with Vietnam we would have to weigh the decision be- 
tween the wealth of a certain group of people and the catastrophe that will 
befall the country. Which one will we choose? This is because the busi- 
nessmen, who are trading and coordinating with Singapore which sells Thai 
goods to Kampuchea, will get richer, if trade relations are opened and they 
no longer have to go through Singapore, the go-between. This problem must 
therefore be discussed carefully, and most important of all, the view of 
the National Policy Council, which has been working with this problem all 
along and has objected to trade before politics all along, must not be for- 
gotten. 


Administrators of financial institutions, such as Mr Wira Ramayarup, deputy 
managing director of the Bangkok Bank, have said that trade relations with 
the Indochinese countries must be considered carefully. The government must 
think of the textile industry which is experiencing bankruptcy. And during 
the period in which General Kriangsak Chomanan was prime minister the solu- 
tion to the textile industry's problem was brought about by trading with 
Indochina. But now for the government to do that which businessmen and 
traders want may not be a good idea politically; this is because the traders 
tend to think of profits and accumulate so much that it destroys the polit- 
ical solution to the problem, which is important. When trade is compared 

to politics, politics is still more important. It depends on the decision 
of the government. 


Police Maj Gen Chana Samuttawanit, former Thai ambassador to Phnom Penh, 
"cautioned" that the policy of trade before politics is a difficult thing 
tc do; this is because Thailand has a common border with Indochina, which 
is different from Singapore, which does not border Indochina. Singapore 
does not have to be responsible for the events that take place along the 
border. The Singaporeans are far away. Therefore, the policy of politics 
before trade is still right, namely, the Vietnamese must pull their troops 
out of the border area first. Trade will be successfully negotiated only 
after political matters have been settled. And it is something to be proud 
of that the military have forbidden trade along the border areas and sending 
in military materiel into Kampuchea. The Vietnamese can do nothing. What 
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is important now is how to get the Vietnamese to actually pull their troops 
out of Kampuchea. 


Mr Prayoon Suraniwong, deputy leader of the Democratic Nation Par.y, as well 
as Gen Kriangsak Chomanand, leader of the Democratic Nation Party, and Mr Ob 
Wasurat, minister of the industry--all agree with the policy of “trade be- 
fore politics” through trade talks for exchange of goods, and through the 
review of the old policy that forbids the trade of 57 types of goods. The 
latter must be reconsidered and renegotiated. 


However, General Kriangsak still has some influence as the chairman of the 
Foreign Relations Committee, and he can to some extent control the legisla- 
tion of some fundamental laws in parliament. 


The voicing of these views have overwhelmed the views of the military. There 
have been no moves by the military regarding the opening of trade relations 
with the Indochinese countries. This is clear. There has been a clear hold- 
ing back of views by the military. 


On the eve of Mr Nguyen Co Thach's arrival in Thailand, Air Chief Marshal 
Siddhi Sawetsila made a statement to preempt Mr Phichai Rattakun by saying 
that there must be no “off sides" in foreign policy, which is the basic 
policy of the government. Mr Phichai made a promise that for certain he 
would not step on the foreign ministry's toes. That is something we have 
to wait and see, as far as Mr Phichai's actions are concerned. As deputy 
prime minister, Mr Phichai has no responsibility for this government's for- 
eign affairs, whatsoever. 


4, Free, Firm, Secured--the Shield Against the Threat 


Peace is not created by words in a few sentences, but by time, and sometimes 
exchanged for with blood. Corpse after corpse has to be sacrificed in ex- 
change for peace. Therefore, peace in Kampuchea can come about only because 
Thatland is a balance in the border situation; and more important is that 
Thaliand is the skin before the fire for the superpowers of both sides. The 
government can do anything it wants, but we ask the government to think of 
the more than 40 million Thai people and let them have freedom, be secure, 
and safe in their lifetime, and that will be enough. What is important is: 
Do not let Thailand be an experimenting ground or a lure that gets swallowed. 


We urge you to think hard about these things before it is too late to make 
any correction, 


12282 
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THALLAND 


EDITORIAL NOTES KTG DIVISIONS OVER INDOCHINA TRADE POLICY 
Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 14 Jun 83 p 4 


{[Editorial: "Thai-Indochinese Trade Relations--Dispute Must be Solved 
Quickly" 


[Text] The question whether Thailand should establish trade relations with 
the Indochinese countries is one which has stirred up a controversy among 
scholars, government officials or cabinet level officials for years. But 
there has been no clear answer or conclusion about this problem, and the 
controversy constantly continues to expand, and it is beginning to develop 
into a conflict and a clash of ideas among the people in the nation--which 
will bring a negative result rather than an answer to the question as to 
whether we should trade with the Indochinese. 


During the past 2-3 weeks, the controversy about the problem of trade with 
Indochina resurfaced, with many administration officials or ministers, such 
as Mr Pichai Rattakul, Mr Kosol Krairoek, or even Gen Kriangsak Chomanan, 
expressing similar views, that is, Thailand should open trade relations with 
Indochina. They cite economic gain as a reason to buttress their arguments. 
And after a new wave of views pressing the government to review Thailand's 
trade policy toward Indochina, there have been responses. Those who oppose 
include high-ranking government officials and Foreign Minister Air Chief 
Marshal Siddhi Sawetsila, who is also a government official of the same 
level. 


The attitude toward and the conflict about the trade relations with Indo- 
china involving government officials, and the expression of different views 
among ministers in the same government, even though they are sincere and 
have the interests of the country as a whole, are the kind of sincerity 

that creates damaging results to the government and the people. This is be- 
cause such a conflict will cause this government to be viewed as lacking 
unity in the conduct of policies, as lacking unity in administration, and 
shows that the government officials do not see the same solution to the 
problem. This picture of the government will lead to the lack of confidence 
in the government's running of the country both by internal and external 
elements. © ' 


In conclusion, the ministers’ of the same government coming out to argue 
publicly about the trade policy with Indochina has produced no benefits at 
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all. In addition, it has served to destroy the image of the government as 
an administrative body. And the party that would reap benefits from the 
conflict among the ministers of the same government, and wicw « uld like to 

' gee the conflict continue or to see the argument among the Thai (overnment 
ministers continue, is Vietnam or the Indochinese countries. And if the 
question whether Thailand should trade with Indochina continues to stir up 
arguments, conflict, and has a tendency to develop into a rift among the 
people in the nation, then it is sure that Vietnam or the Indochinese coun- 
tries themselves would not be interested in getting a clear-cut answer to 
the trade problem from Thailand. This is because a rift among the Thai peo- 
ple seems to be the thing that Indochina wants more than their having to pay 
for Thai goods. 


However, although the conflict about the opening of trade relations with 
Indochina may have tarnished the image of the government somewhat, it is not 
too late to restore that tarnished image. And the way to restore the image 
of a unified government in running the country is to stop entirely all argu- 
ments about trade with Indochina among cabinet officials. At the same time, 
the government must seek and study data and the implications of the trade 
relations with Indochina as soon as possible so that there can be a clear 
and definite answer. 


Air Chief Marshal Siddhi Sawetsila, foreign minister, said that a committee 
will be set up to study the problem of trade with Indochina in order to ar- 
rive at a definite conclusion whether the government should maintain or re- 
view the policy of opening up trade relations with Indochina. 


To set up a committee to study this problem specifically is the right way 

to remove the conflict; but the committee should be composed of the people 
involved in every aspect of the problem. And in order to create harmony in 
the country, without any subversion because of the question whether to trade 
or not to trade with Indochina, the committee should carefully study the 
problem and move to arrive at a conclusion quickly. 


Because if a conclusion cannot be reached about this problem, and the com 
mittee set up does its study simply to delay or to put a limit on the con- 
flict so that it would not expand, the problem of trade with Indochina will 
again be raised and debated; this will undermine harmony in the country. 
And there might be  . day when the Vietnamese would be happy because it sees 
a rift in Thatland that results from the problem of "whether to trade with 
them or not." 


12262 
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THAILAND 


AUSTRALIA TO BE INFORMED OF TALKS POSTPONEMENT 
BK190152 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 19 Oct 83 p 2 


{Text ] ASEAN will postpone its dialogue with Australia this month to show its 
displeasure at Canberra's refusal to cosponsor a UN resolution calling for the 
Vietnamese withdrawal from Kampuchea, sources said yesterday. 


But projects jointly undertaken by ASEAN and Australia will not be affected by 
the postponement of the talks in Sydney, the sources said. 


During the ASEAN Economic Ministers meeting at the Royal Orchid Hotel, it was 
agreed that Indonesia, chairman of the ASEAN Standing Committee, would inform the 
Australian Government of the indefinite postponement. 


The move followed the decision by ASEAN foreign ministers in New York earlier 
this month that some sort of joint move be taken to demonstrate their displeasure 
with Australia over UN resolution on Kampuchea. 


The sources said Australia’s contribution to more than 15 joint projects under the 
ASEAN-Australia Economic Cooperation ?rogramme (AAECP) to date was A$56.7 million. 
They include the ASEAN-Australia Enerey Cooperation, the ASEAN Food Handling 
Project, the ASEAN-Australia Joint Research Project and the ASEAN Population 
Programme. 


The AAECP also helps finance the ASEAN Consumer Protection Programme, the ASEAN 
Animal Quarantine Project and the ASEAN Food Technology, Research and Development 
Project. When the AAECP was launched in 1974, Australia's commitment was only 
ASS million. 


The meeting also decided to cancel proposed talks on U.S. President Reagan's 
planned visit to ASEAN, which has been postponed. 


Mearwhile, Deputy Industry Minister Dr Chirayu Itsarangkun na Ayutthaya, who 
represented Thailand in the meeting yesterday, said a planned discussion on the 
ASEAN Industrial Joint Venture Agreement would be held today. 


He said the meeting was pleased to learn from the Indonesian delegate that its 
ur a project in Sumatra, the first ASEAN Industrial Project, is scheduled to 
begin operation early next year. Talks had also been held on a pricing mechanism 
for the urea. Dr Chirayu said that after taking tariff preferences under the 
Preferential Trading Arrangement into consideration, the price will be lower 

than the world price. 
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THAILAND 


AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER TO BE ASKED TO CLARIFY POLICY 
BK210152 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 21 Oct 83 p 3 


[Text] Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke will be asked to clarify his 
government's foreign policy, particularly regarding the Kampuchean issue, during 
his visit to Thailand next month, Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila said yesterday. 


ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi was commenting on Australia's refusal to co- 
sponsor the ASEAN resolution on Kampuchea at the UN General Assembly. 


Since Australian Foreign Minister Bill Ha 4en “told ASEAN foreign ministers one 
thing about Kampuchea and a different thing at the UN,” ACM Sitthi said, he felt 

it necessary to ask the Australian prime minister if there was a fundamental change 
in Australian foreign policy on Kampuchea. 


Though Australia did not co-sponsor the ASEAN resolution, it did vote for the 
resolution which calls for the withdrawal of foreign forces from Kampuchea. 


At the time Australia declined to co-sponsor the resolution, ACM Sitthi was re- 
ported to be very disappointed and told reporters that Australia appeared keen to 
look for new friends instead of trying to cultivate old friends. 


ACM Sitthi said the ASEAN foreign ministers would meet in Jakarta on November / 
instead of November 6 as earlier scheduled. An advance Thai team, led by 
Foreign Ministry Permanent Secretary Asa Sarasin, will be in Jakarta to take 
part in a meeting of senior officials before the ministers meet. 
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THA [LAND 


ECONOMIC MINISTERS HOLD 3-DAY MEFTING IN BANGKOK 
Meeting Opens 

BK180124 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 18 Oct 83 p 1 

[Article by Kowit Sanandang] 


[Text] The ASEAN Economic Ministers yesterday strived for a. agreement on a 
joint industrial ventures plan which would promote private sector cooperation 
in the region, according to a well-informed official. 


The scheme, proposed by the ASEAN Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ASEAN-CCI) 
under which ASEAN firms wil! enter into joint ventures in industrial production, 
is regarded as vital for the economic prosperity of the ASEAN countries. 


The proposal was supported by Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon, who presided over 
the opening of the three-day meeting yesterday. "The finalisation of the basic 
agreement on ASEAN industrial joint ventures would definitely reinforce and 
broaden ASEAN cooperation," he said. 


The agreement would mean each country cuts immort tariffs on goods produced by 
joint venture companies. Any two member countries can form a joint venture 
firm and the remaining three must give preferential access to its goods after 
three years. 


During a closed-door session in the morning, ASEAN-CCI chairman Anan Panyarachun 
urged the economic ministers to end wrangling over the plan. Mr Anan told the 
meeting that four out of five ASEAN chambers of commerce had agreed on a draft 
for the Industrial Joint Venture Agreement (AIJV) but one country objected to it. 


Although Mr Anan did not say which country objected, a reliable source said it 
was Singapore. 


Mr Anan said that a further delay in implementing the scheme would have serious 
consequences for ASEAN as a whole and for ASEAN economic cooperation in particular. 


He urged that a compromise be reached so an agreement could be signed soon. 

Mr Anan noted that after many years ASEAN does not have much to show in the way 
of econowic cooperation. Previous schemes like the ASEAN Industrial Complementa- 
tion ani ASEAN Industrial Project have progressed slowly, he said. 


Asked about Thailand's stand on this matter, Mr Anan said Thailand is flexible 
and can accept any alternative. 
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Joint Venture Plan 
BK200205 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 20 Oct 83 p 5 


[Excerpts] Economic Ministers of the five ASEAN countries have reached agree- 
ment on the ASEAN Industrial Joint Venture (AIJV) scheme which is regarded as 
vital for the economic prosperity of the organisation's member nations. 


The agreement was announced yesterday during the joint press conference at the 
end of the 15th meetin, of ASEAN Economic Ministers held over the past three 
days at the Royal Orchid Hotel. 


However, Deputy Industry Minister Dr Chirayu Isarangkura na Ayutthaya, who 
chaired the press conference on behalf of Finance Minister Sommai Hoontrakul, 
said the agreement had yet to pass through "several steps” before it became 
final. 


In summary, lle scheme would encourage any two or more ASEAN private firms to 
invest and enter into joint industrial ventures, and each of the five ASEAN 
countries would cut import tariffs on goods produced by the joint venture 
companies. 





A joint press release was also issued yesterday saying the meeting had finalised 
the list of products in the first package of the ASEAN Industrial Complementation 


(ALC) project. 


The ministers urged the European Economic Community to join ASEAN in reversing 
protectionist tendencies which tend to hamper the growth of world trade, and 


called on the EEC not to impose a new tax on the consumption of ASEAN vegetables. 


The meeting ended yesterday and delegates from Indonesia, the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Singapore and observers from Brunei are expected to leave Bangkok 
today. 
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THALLAND 


PRIME MINISTER ADDRESSES ASEAN MINISTERS MEETING 
BK181121 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 1300 GMT 17 Oct 83 


[Text] Prime Minister Gen Prem Tinsulanon this morning officiated at the opening 
of the 15th meeting of ASEAN economic ministers at the Royal Orchid Hotel in 
Bangkok. In his opening speech, the prime minister said the economic cooperation 
worked out by ASEAN economic ministers during the past 7 years has much progressed, 
with numerous plans and details of its infrastructure spelled out. It should 
suffice to say that ASEAN has been fulfilling the aspiration of the Bali Summit. 
In particular, ASEAN has made achievements in implementing every one of the 
programs prescribed in the agreement. It might be said that ASEAN has now become 
an economic power which has been generally recognized. Considering its economic 
stability, ASEAN should make full harvest of its past investments and labor, 

and do its utmost to pursue existing projects to their successful conclusion. 

Not only will this help consolidate the gains so far achieved, but it will also 
pave the way for the initiation and implementation of new undertakings, all for 
further benefit. 


The prime minister went on to say that a striking example of cooperation is that 
between the public and private sectors of ASEAN which led to the idea of ASEAN 
joint industrial ventures, representing something of a new approach in ASEAN 
thinking. Consequently, it is believed that the finalization of the basic 
agreement on ASEAN joint industrial ventures will definitely reinforce and broaden 
ASEAN cooperation. To this category the proposed ASEAN lines service 

can be added which, when realised, will promote trade and industry among ASEAN 
countries. In the preferential trading arrangements, a further and exhaustive 
utilization of specified instruments will significantly contribute to the 
expansion of ASEAN trade. Moreover, initiatives in mobilizing ASEAN financial 
resources will encourage greater investment within ASEAN. Meanwhile, the ASEAN 
emergency petroleum-sharing scheme will, without a doubt, strengthen ASEAN 
economic stability and be implemented together with the ASEAN food security 
reserve program. In addition, the joint efforts in the utilization of agricul- 
tural resources will add to ASEAN's prosperity and the well-being of the 

people in ASEAN countries. . 


The ASEAN economic ministers’ meeting, which will end on 19 October, will review 
economic cooperation among ASEAN countries and between ASEAN and third countries, 
and consider recommendations and suggestions from the five ASEAN economic commit- 
tees, namely the finance and banking committee; food, agriculture, and forestry 
committee; industry, minerals and energy committee; transportation and communica- 
tions committee; and the trade and tourism committee. The meeting will also dis- 
cuss the guidelines for cooperation with other countries and international organi- 
zations, and future economic cooperation among ASEAN countries. 
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THAILAND 


RTN CHIEF INTERVIEWED ON CURRENT POLITICS 
BK191436 Bangkok MATICHON SUT SAPPADA in Thai 16 Oct 83 pp 26, 27 


{Interview with Navy Commander Praphat Chanthawirat by unidentified newsman--date, 
place not given] 


[Excerpt] [Question] The military appears to play a considerable role in politics 
lately. It influences events or applies pressure for political objectives. An 
example of this was the Constitutional amendment issue. Military radio stations 
were quite active on that issue. 


[Praphat] I don’t know of any pressure being applied anywhere now. You might 

be correct when you referred to the pressure applied during the Constitutional 
amendment period. ‘Ihe radio stations involved belonged to the military. However, 
the fact is that most of their air time is leased out to private groups. At 
present, soldiers can only be appointed senators. They can no longer be appointed 
to ministerial secretary or other political positions. 


[Question] But are there not certain political facts, such as a prime minister 
must have the consent of the military? 


[Praphat] I think we would have to look at the situation in general first. What 
you said would not happen if we had a political party which had an absolute 
majority in the house. If this situation is met, then we will see. If in an 
election a party has something like 160 elected MP's out of a total of 324 seats 
in the house, I would not tolerate it if someone should forcefully try to make 
someone a prime minister. 





[Question] What is your opinion of a military coup? 


{[Praphat] It depends on the situation in the country. It is difficult to say 
whether 1 coup is good or bad. No coup would succeed if the situation is not 
ripe. While I was studying in a staff school in England there was a lesson 
about naval maneuvers for the purpose of showing moral support for a government 
which was under threat of a coup. I told my instructors that there would not 
be a coup if the government was stable. A coup only follows when a government 
becomes unstable and loses popular support. A popular government would not 

be the victim of a coup. 











(Question} Is it different in Thailand? Will a popular government survive if 
it lacks the support of the military? 


{(Praphat] No, it is not quite like that. Soldier is also a citizen. Like | 
said earlier, if a party has the majority in parliament, we will see if anyone 
will dare stage a coup. At present, however, no party has a clear majority. | 
don't want to say anything more because I might offend someone. The current 
political party leaders do not compromise with each other, each of them feels 

he is just as good as the other. In this situation we must find an outsider who 
is competent to become prime minister. 


[Question] Do you think there is a trend toward a coup now? 


[Praphat}] I don't believe so in the current situation. The government appears 

to be stable, but it has been in power only about 6 months. It had to work with 
the budget set by the previous government during that 6 months. In October it 
will come into its own completely and will have to administer a set policy. We 
will see then how it operates. I think all of us want to see the country prosper. 


[Question] The military seems to place great emphasis on a situation. Does it 
look at the bad consequences of the past coups? 


{[Praphat]) It largely depends on the situation of the government. Is it stable? 
Is corruption rampant? Are the people suffering unduly? It was obvious in 1947, 
I was then a sub-lieutenant and was working in the south against smugglers who 
were taking rice out of the country by sea. It you were me then, you would know 
that the situation was desperate. Thailand was suffering a rice shortage because 
rice was being smuggled out of the country. The government should have enacted 

4 law banning the export of rice by sea, but it would not. 


[Question] Does it now appear that the military made its own decision on when 
the situation was ripe for a coup? 


[Praphat} Which coul are you referring to? It was different when Field Marshal 
Sarit staged a coup against himself. The situation became ripe when Field 
Marshal Plaek left. 


[Question] What do you think of the rumors that General Athit would be the next 
prime minister? 


[Praphat}] I have no answer to that. Let me say that is in the future and many 
things can happen before that time that no one can predict correctly. 


[Question] Do you think there is a tendency in that direction? 


{[Praphat]) Yes and no. I believe in the Buddhist principle that nothing is 
certain. 


[Question] If the situation changes and a coup is attempted, what would you do? 
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[Praphet] Let us wait until that situation arrives. I don't want to answer 
this question now because | don't think that this situation is possible. I 
believe in theorles and conform with principles. I belleve thst snything which 
does not conform with principle will not materialize. A man will tind {it hard 
to succeed Lf he does not believe in certain principles. 


[Question] Do you mean you believe in democratic principles? 


[Praphat}] In away, yes. Thailand's democratic principles are different 

from those elsewhere. I don't think I should expand on this because I migfit 
offend others. Just look at our political parties. When I was a member of the 
commission for scrutinizing draft bills, party members sometimes even voted 
against bills proposed by their party leaders. These are Thal political parties, 
and this is our system. 


CS0: 4207/19 
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THALLAND 


PROFESSOR: CGDK DISUNITY IS REASON TO CHANGE POLICY 
Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 15 Jun 83 p 4 


{Article by Associate Professor Likhit Teeraweikin, Faculty of Political 
Science, Thammasat University ] 


[Text] There are news reports, which the Thai Government has not officially 
confirmed, that Prince Norodom Sihanouk has resigned from his post as presi- 
dent of the Coalition Government of the Democratic Kampuchea on 10 June 1983 
because he could not tolerate the criticism from Vice President Khieu Sampan. 
In fact, there were earlier reports that Prime Minister Son Sann had criti- 
cized Prince Sihanouk, and that Prince Sihanouk had threatened to resign 
once before. 


The news of Prince Sihanouk's resignation, whether it is true or not, indi- 
cates clearly that there is a conflict within the coalition government; 
this is likely to weaken the coalition government's position. At the same 
time, it is likely to strengthen Vietnam's and the Heng Samrin regime's 
position. In the eyes of the world, the latter is likely to gain a polit- 
ical advantage. 


If it is true that Prince Sihanouk has resigned, then the Coalition Govern- 
ment of Democratic Kampuchea has lost much of its weight and legitimacy. 
This is because Prince Sihanouk can still represent Kampuchea; he is well- 
known to the world and is a symbol of a leader to whom the Kampuchean peo- 
ple have given considerable trust and respect. And most important of all, 
he is the hope of the nations that have been giving him support in their 
efforts to counter Vietnam and its Heng Samrin puppet regime. 


Thailand and the ASEAN countries have adhered to the policy of not recogniz- 
ing the Heng Samrin regime all along because of the all-important reason that 
it is a puppet regime supported by foreign troops. Thus, it is an expansion 
of Vietnam's power and a threat to Thailand, which shares a common border 
with Kampuchea. 


What is significant is that Vietnam's expansion into Kampuchea and Laos has 
been looked upon as a means of creating a Federation of Indochina, with Viet- 
nam as the principal country. And with a soctalist government and economic 
system, Vietnam is naturally a threat to Thailand and other ASEAN countries. 
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What is more important is this: That Vietnam sent its troops into Kampuchea, 
ousted the Pol Pot regime, set up the Heng Samrin regime and maintained its 
troops in Kampuchea is a new revolutionary tactic that nas been used by the 
Soviet Union in Afghanistan. If this action is allowed to be +. ognized 
Without opposition and without making the country that takes such an action 
realize that it has to pay a high price, then it could be an encouragement 
for such an action in some parts of the northeast of Thailand. Therefore, 
Thailand's policy of supporting the coalition government and opposing the 
presence of the Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea and not recognizing the Heng 
Samrin regime is in line with the country's national interests and is in 
principle correct. 


But the fact that the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea, which 
Thailand and the other ASEAN countries hope to turn into an institution that 
would balance the power of Vietnam and Kampuchea, is reportedly facing such 
intense internal conflict that there could be resignations is a real cause 
for concern. And in a sense the people involved should really be criticized. 
This is because in matters like these, which are related to international 
politics, individual interests, private thoughts, pride, or personal con- 
flict should not be brought into play and allowed to lead to severe rifts; 
for the consequences would be untold disaster. It would make the opposition 
more legitimate. It would have an effect on the various countries’ support 
as far as the Kampuchean issue is concerned; {t would also have an effect 

on the opinion of the world about political issues in this region, which 
Will have important implications for Kampuchea and ASEAN. 


The saddest thing is that the leaders of the Kampuchean coalition government 
should be aware that they are in a rather shaky position, especially in 
light of the fact that not a small number of people believe that this coali- 
tion government will not last. A way to build up trust and confidence is 

to present an image of harmony and eagerness. But the image that has ap- 
peared is that of conflict and rift, which will lead to disadvantageous 
rather than advantageous results. 


The most important point is: The Kampuchean coalition government leaders 
should think about the untold sufferings of the Kampuchean people who had 

to die because of war and starvation. Because of the political conflict re- 
sulting from ideology and because of the interests of the superpowers, the 
innocent Kampuchean people, children and infants, women and the elderly have 
suffered long enough. The effort. to seek an end to the conflict should be 
concluded as soon as possible, 11° oh the fight may continue on the polit- 
ical front. The coalition gover tw does not have any more time to dis- 
agree because that would be suict ue. 


Thailand and other ASEAN countries should carefully consider and then be 
decisive as to what to do, and should make it clear to the Coalition Govern- 
ment of Democratic Kampuchea that the Kampuchean problem is a global polit- 
ical problem and has significant implications for peace in the region. To 
deal with this problem in a “let's play house" manner is not a proper thing 
to do, 
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besides, Thailand must review the ancient proverb, "To associate with a child 
is to build a house, to associate with a bald-headed person is to build a 
city," for if we made a mistake the bad results will befall us because we 
have a common border with Kampuchea. Other ASEAN countries will receive 
lesser damage. Therefore, there might have to be a review of Thailand's 
policy toward the Kampuchean problem, and seek a way by which results can 

be better accomplished. 





The point to keep in mind is that foreign policy is a policy which promotes 
the interests of the nation in the first order. When friends refuse to 
cooperate and instead become drawn to a feud among themselves, we probably 
would have to find a new way, instead of clapping with one hand, which is 
what seems to be the case at present. 


12282 
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THA LLAND 


POTENTIAL CHAVALIT-PHICHIT CONFLICT SEEN 
Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 13 Jun 83 p 4 
[Article by “Sakun Suriwong”] 


[Text] From now on until the September-October period the movements of 

nearly all political forces will focus on the situation surrounding the 

annual transfers of high-ranking military officers, so much so that they 
will become inseparable. 


While all the social forces are in the state of fatigue and weakness, those 
that are able to make a move seriously and continuously, such as political 
parties or capitalist forces as they are called by some, have had their 
perception made nebulous by their own immediate interests so that they can- 
not formulate their strategy correctly. They are pressured by such polit- 
ical power groups as the military so that they are severely divided and are 
constantly in conflict among themselves. 


The military forces are, therefore, the most able forces to manipulate the 
political on-goings today. This is because the organizational structure of 
the military emphasizes discipline and a chain of command, and hence more 
unity. In addition, the highly conservative groups have expressed themselves 
through the armed forces. 





Take a broad look and you will see that the transfers of officers in the 
armed forces this year, especially in the army where Gen Athit Kamlang-ek is 
commander in chief, will even more put an emphasis on the consolidation of 
power. Trusted military officers will move up along the various echelons, 
and they might even move up in blocks, such as the officers who belong to 
Classes 5, 6, and 8 of the Military Academy. 


There are still many months left during which the game can be turned around 
so that the other forces can join together. It is difficult to discuss the 
transfers in detail. But there is one issue that is being widely debated, 
and there are factors that can be analyzed. This is the issue of the suc- 
cession to power as commander in chief after General Athit retires in 1985. 


The military officers most mentioned and who have a better opportunity and 
greater possibility of succeeding General Athit are Lt Gen Chavalit Yong- 
chatyut, deputy chief of staff for operations, and Maj Gen Phichit Kullawanit, 
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commander of the First Kings Guard Division. This is because of both men's 
high profile--equal to that of the current Army commander in chief--in impor- 
tant political situations in recent times, and especially in light of their 
seniority which will enable them to move up in 2 years after General Athit 
retires. 


Although there are still 2 more years, the two generals’ moves are being 
watched. This is because there are already serious efforts to push and to 
pave the way for one of them to move up to succeed General Athit. The ef- 
forts are in the form of backing one or the other of the two men by many 
groups. 


It may be said that the support given the two generals represents two lines 
of thinking in the army today. 


Lieutenant General Chavalit, an officer of class 1, seems to be the brains 
of the Army General staff. The picture that we see today is that Lieutenant 
General Chavalit plays the role of being the brains of the army, pushes the 
implementation of policy 66/2523 with great success. And as far as the 
army's political role is concerned, it is considered that Lieutenant Genera] 
Chavalit has an important and outstanding role. This { because he is said 
to have played the most influential part in forming the rrem 4 government 
and its policies. 


As for Maj Gen Phichit Kullawanit, an officer of class 2, he is known to be 
a great student, no less than Lt General Chavalit Yongchatyut; but his 
personality, his attitudes toward social and political problems are consid- 
ered to be the personality and attitudes of a soldier in the battlefield. 
This may be because Major General Phichit has grown up in the combat forces 
of the army and is considered to have had a history of being a brave fighter 
in the field, be it in the battle in Laos or in the battle with the commu- 
nists at Khao Kor. 


Even his nickname "Big Tiger” was given to him while he was a trainer at the 
Erawan Paratrooper Training School, where he emphasized seriousness and high 
physical conditioning and toughness. 


During the political crisis involving the proposal to amend the Constitu- 
tion, Major General Phichit showed off in a bold style, creating a lot of 
hue and cry, by saying that if trouble broke out the military would come out 
to "exercise." 


An example may be given to make clear that there are two sides in the mili- 
tary with different lines of thinking: 


When Major General Phichit came out with the statetcnt that the military 
would come out to "exercise," and accused political parties of taking finan- 
cial assistance from foreign nations, the politica’ parties responded imme- 
diately and challenged the military to produce evicence, but the military 
were not quite able to do so. 
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Lieutenant General Chavalit, on the other hand, submitted that political 
parties are representatives of monopolistic capitalist groups who are accul- 
erating their economic takeover, and are moving into greater 1r°«as of poli- 
tics--this is an analysis of the society that is better buttressec by evi- 
dence, and is closer to reality, although in reality this analysis is suo- 
mitted in order to accomplish a goal, to justify the army's involvement in 
the social and political aspects of the society. 


It can be seen from the reactions to the two generals in the army: The 
reactions to these two men are entirely different. The reaction to General 
Phichit is that he has dictatorial tendencies, resorts to decisive action, 
like a soldier's action in a battlefield, with no regard for the rules of 
the democratic system. 


At the same time, the reactions to Lieutenant General Chavalit are of a dif- 
ferent sort. They are reactions toward a man who has been influenced by 
communists who have changed their minds about communism and surrendered. It 
is a reaction that is the opposite of the reactions to General Phichit. 


In any case, these two men who represent two different lines of thought can 
coexist in the same group, with General Athit Kamlang-ek as the center of 
the power of the army. 


Many observations have been made about the characteristics of the coalition 
on these two lines of thought or about how long it will last. 


About these two lines of thought in the same center of power of the army, 
there are clear differences that separate them from each other. Most of the 
military officers belonging to the same side as Lieutenant General Chavalit 
are the army's general staff in the Democratic Soldiers group and who be- 
lieve deeply in the 66/23 policy. 


On Major General Phichit's side, there are mostly officers who are in charge 
of important troop units, and their belief in the 66/23 policy is still in 
douht. 


There are names for these two groups that are widely known. The first group 
is called "modern group.” The power group or the group in charge of troop 
units is called the "conservative group.” 


And when we examine the commander in chief of the army himself, who is the 
center of power, we see that he is quite inclined toward the latter group. 
Therefore, there is reason to believe that the coalition with the first 
Zroup seems to be temporary more than anything else. Moreover, when we 
examine the situation of the conservative-minded group, we see that most of 
them are in important positions, are in charge of guns, of tanks, and of 
forces. We see that in reality they are in a tar superior position. 


However, the outstanding quality of the officers in Lieutenant General 
Chavalit's group is that they are able to present a more systematic and more 
astute military strategy and tactics and are, therefore, able to build up 
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their confidence among high-ranking officers such as Genera] Athit or even 
Prime Minister Prem. And it seems that the officers in this group have 
relied on their outstanding quality to move ahead to build up credit and a 
realistic role for themselves. 


It would not be wrong to say, in other words, that both sides are trying to 
steal each other's role as can be seen in their attempts to persuade the 
army to proceed in their direction. 


The form of struggle between the two sides, of late, is seen in the forma- 
tion of the Prem 4 government. Both Lieutenant General Chavalit and Major 
General Phichit are trying to have the government structured in the way that 
they think is right. The line of thought presented by Major General Phichit, 
if we were to look more deeply, is the thinking of the power behind the 
throne; this is because Major General Phichit is one of those who answers 
directly to the conservative group. 


There 1s another set of data which indicates there is a struggle: During 
the nomination of the speaker of parliament, the conservative wing, which 
submitted the name of their man through Major General Phichit, insisted that 
Dr Ukrit Mongkolnawin be made the speaker of parliament. But the 66/23 
policy group wanted Mr Charubut Ruangsuwan, a close acquaintance of Lieu- 
tenant General Chavalit's and of Major General Rawee Wanpen's, for the post. 
The struggle at the time was so intense that the 66/23 policy group had to 
turn to senators who were loyal to the supreme commander's group for sup- 
port. Supporters of Major General Phichit's conservative group had to stand 
up on the senate floor to propose the name of Dr Ukrit for the position of 
first deputy speaker of parliament. This was a counter measure in the strug- 


gle. 


it is believed that the struggle will become even more intense, especially 
during the transfers of military officers upcoming in a few months. 


Reports from the officers of the 66/23 group in the center for operations of 
the army confirmed that there would be attempts to get some officers in the 
general staff, who adhere to the 66/23 line of thinking, into positions in 
charge of forces. Otherwise there would be no long-term guarantee. Exam- 
ples: There would be attempts during the upcoming transfers to get the post 
of deputy commander of the First Army Region for Major General Wanchai 
Ruangtrakun, chief of staff of the Pirst Army Region, who has access to 
General Atnit and who completely adheres to the 66/23 line of thinking, and 
who is also an intimate classmate of Lieutenant General Chavalit as well. 


Moreover, the more we consider the intense talks and criticisms about the 

man who will be the next successor to the commander in chief of the army, 

which center on Major General Phichit and Lieutenant General Chavalit, the 
more we ser the intensity of the struggle. 


In the transfers this year, it is believed that Lieutenant General Chavalit 
would move up from assistant chief of staff of the army to deputy chief of 
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staff of the army, and in 1984, he should move up to the post of chief of 
staff as a full general, in which case he has every right to wait for the 
promotion to the post of commander in chief of the army. At tic same time, 
Major General Phichit should be able to move up to the post of commander 

of the Third Army Region, or if all forces behind him are strong, he should 
be able to rise to the post of commander of the First Army Region right 
away. 


However, there is no data to support all this. 


What we can expect that would be closer to reality is that there would con- 
tinue to be struggle and cooperation between these two generals. 


We can believe that while there is a conflict between these two sides of 
the army, there will continue to be mutual dependence. This is because the 
officers belonging to the conservative side of the army recognize the real- 
ity that the timing for advancement in the army does not depend on furce 
alone, but it also depends on intelligent thinking, principle and reason-- 
all of which the 66/23 group has. 


If we were to look at the cooperation between General Athit and Ceneral Prem, 
who depend on each other--while one depends on the image of a man who is 
honest and good and the other on his position as commander of forces, both 
are allies that cooperate with each other and struggle with each other, we 
will see: 


The cooperation between Major General Phichit and Lieutenant General Chavalit 
in the future should be the same! 


12282 
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THAI LAND 


REACTION TO PRK WHITE PAPER: STICT NEUTRALITY URGED 
Bangkok PATINYA in Thai 3 Oct 83 pp 33-36 
[Article by Po Paphai: “Heng Samrin’s White Paper Attacring Thailand”™] 


[Text] At 2000 hours on Priday, 16 September 1983, at the Voice of Thailand 
Radio Station, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, through Mr Chet Suchitkun, 
the ministry spokesman, issued a statement that was broadcast throughout 
Thailand. [The ministry] denied the veracity of the statement made in 

the White Paper recently released by Heng Samrin, who received much support 
from Vietnam. [The ministry statement] said that the paper contained 
nothing but lies and was a complete fabrication. As for the important 
charges, it charged that Thailand has built a weapons plant with the 
cooperation of China and that Thailand has allowed the Khmer Fouge to 

set up a radio station in Thailand. And the most serious charge in the 
White Paper 1s that Thailand is serving the interests of the United States, 
China and Japan by carrying on a policy of being an enemy of Indochina. 
Besides this, it also charged that Thais constantly violate Kampuchean 
territory. 


The charges made by the Heng Samrin group, which is completely controlled 
by Vietnam, in this White Paper are all in line with the results of an 
analysis made by Dr Somchai Pakwichit in his book “The Chinese-Soviet 
Dispute and the Undeclared War In Indochina,” which was published in 
pocketbook form by the Panithan Company Ltd in 1979 and that was sold 

at the Panyasat Store across from the President Ratchathewi movie theater. 


Even though Dr Somcha: Ratwichit made his analysis almost 5 years ago, 
the things that are taking place today are almost all in accord with 
his predictions since he collected much data and made a careful study 
concerning all aspects of the Indochina problem. 


In his analysis, Dr Somchai Ratwichit recommended an eight-point poicy 
that Thailand should follow concerning the Indochina problem. These eight 
points can be summarized as follows: 


Point 1: We must create an image to show the world that Thailand is really 
neutral and does not lean toward China, the Soviet Union, the United 
States or any other country. We must show the world that Thailand is 








a moral country and that 1t 18 doing everything possible to bring about 
peace in the world. This will lend weight to what Thailand says at 
international conferences. 

Point 2: Thailand must not do anything that might "make tne water deeper 


Or induce the enemy to come into the house." That 1s, it snould not say 
anything that would indicate that China has recevied permission to send 
weapons to Kampuchea through Thailand, which would give Vietnam an excuse 
to invade Thailand after settling things in Kampuchea. At the same time, 
Thailand must resolutely refuse to allow any operations to be carried 

out that might bother other ocuntries that share a common border with 
Thailand. Because if such things occur, even if Thailand was not the 

one responsible, this could lead to some act of retaliation to the point 
of sending troops into Thailand. And Thailand would not be able to claim 
that 1t was innocent. 


Point 3: Even though the Thal government has said over and over that 
Thailand is neutral, in practice, by their actions and in interviews 

with the mass media, the prime minister and some of the ministers show 
their admiration and liking for China. They express little interest in 

the Soviet Union or Vietnam or even the United States. If we lean too 

far toward China, the Soviet Union will have to step up its support to 

the communists in Thailand. At the same time, China will have to pour 

in Support in order to block the Soviet Union. This will be tantamount 

to pringing about a disaster in Thailand that much sooner. Thus, Thailand 
must remain neutral and not lean toward any side either by word or action. 


Point 4: Thailand must quickly improve relations with its neighbors, 

that 1S, Burma, Laos and Kampuchea. As for Laos and Kampuchea, concerning 
their interests and instincts, they do not want to be under the control 

of Vietnam. But they have no choice. Thus, if Thailand implements a policy 
of friendship, provides help and support and shows patience regarding 

the unintentional “accident” that has befallen these two countries, it 
will be very difficult for Vietnam to use these two countries as a tool 

to hurt Thailand in the future. 


POint 5: Thailand must implement a policy of reaching an understanding 
with both communist governments, that 1s China and Vietnam, so that they 
realize that they will gain more from Thailand by dealing with Thailand 
it the government level than by having contact with the Communist Party 
of Thailand (CPT). This will result in both sides reducing their support 
for the CPT and letting the CPT operate on its own. And we must carry 

on a domistic policy that will make the ocmmunists realize that the CPT 
cannot win anytime soon. Because if they think that the CPT can seize 
power within 1 or 2 years, Supporting the CPT would be more beneficial 
for them. 


POint 6: We must make preparations to have the leaders and people of 
the free-world countries, such as the United States, Japan, Australia, 
New Zealand, the ASEAN countries, England and the European countries, 
Support us whenever we find ourselyes in a Situation requiring help. This 
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must be done by implementing a foreign policy that disseminates tne facts 
about the situation in Indochina so that these countries see the morai 
quality of Thailand, understand the problems and help take responsibility 
eit bhi tages. kor ¢ xamp le , if there are frequent ly Vioien? b.istve along 
the border, Thailand must bring up this matter at the United Nations, 
with ASEAN and at various conferences of world leaders. And we must find 
a way to persuade representatives from these countries to come obse 
thangs or set up inspection points so they can see who 1s tre aggress 
This must be done in order to eliminate the factors that the communis 
use aS an excuse to invade Thailand.At the same time, this will allow 
uS to take the initiative on the international political front so that 
we can ask for help from the Free World if we are openly attacked. 


Or . 
ts 


POint 7: Quick action must be taken to solve the minority group problem 
and the problems concerning the citizenship of the people who live along 
the border and of the Vietnamese refugees who have lived in Thailand 

for more than 20 years but who have not received permission to become 
‘Thai citizens. And we must solve the problem of the hill tribes wno have 
not been given citizenship even though they have lived in Thailand for 
generations. There is also the problem of laws that are discriminatory. 
This causes these people to feel resentful and to distance themselves 
from the government. If they are not treated fairly by the Thai government, 
such aS happened the time the Vietnamese refugees were harassed while 
the government did nothing to help them, there will be violence. This 
may give Vietnam an excuse to attack us since they can claim that they 
must do so in order to protect their people. And so the events that have 
happened in Kampuchea might happen again in Thailand. It can be seen 
that if the Thai government does not implement a sensible policy, the 
minority group problem in Thailand will be like a spear that will hurt 
Thailand in the future. 


Point 8: Because Thailand seems to be headed toward a very dangerous 
Situation in the future, we must quickly implement foreign policies on 
several fronts at the same time. Thus, it will seem that we have a number 
of different policies. But all of these policies are important and they 
require quick action. This may confuse the Thai people when they see 

the government courting China one moment and then talking with Russia 

the next while secretely cooperating with free-world countries such as 
the United States and Japan. Thus, the government must make full use of 
the mass media and the nation's education system to point out the facts 
to the people. The government must explain its ideas and decisions and 
tell the peopie why it was necessary to do this and that. It must teil 
them the losses that will result from taking this action so that the 
people can respond to the government in a proper way. What is important 
is that the government must always tell the truth and allow widespread 
debate on matters. If the government suppresses things and iies in order 
to put out false propaganda about itself, it will create a confidence 
gap and this will be very dangerous in mobilizing people during a crisis. 
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ifiadiiafl j % PO 5? ite Is More Defensive rrar J, T¢ nS1ve 


yf Somenai Rakwichit completed his analysis and publicized DOLICY, 


wnicn is a policy that puts Thailand on the offensive rather tria 


~~ 


defensive on the international political front. But if we analyze ¢t 
events that have taken place, in which Heng Samrin, on the order of Vietnam, 
issued 4a White Paper ©trongiy attacking inailand to the point where the 
Inhai Ministry of Foreign Affairs has had to issue a statement through 

the mass media, it can be seen that Thailand is now being put on the 
defensive on the international political front. This is very worrisome. 
Because in the eignt-point policy discussed above, it seems that tne 

only point that the government has succeeded in carrying Out is Point 5. 
That 15, it has been able to implement a domestic policy that has made 
China and Russia realize that the CPT cannot win any time soon. And thus 
both countries nave turned to naving contact with Thaliand at the government 


lad 


level instead of giving support to the CPT. 


As for the other seven points, tne Thai government has experienced total 
failure, including concerning the matter of remaining neutral. It nas 
not been able to achieve practical results. By openly Supporting tne Knmer 


coalition of Prince Sinanouk, the enemy nas been “invited into the nouse.” 
No progress has been made in creating good relations with Laos, Kampuchea 
or Burma. Efforts .o solve the problems concerning the minority groups, 


particularly those that live along the border, have not achieved tne 


results they should have. Thus, the groups are still suspicious of each 


otner. That is, there are still “spears” all around us. Also, it has 

not been possible to implement a multifarious foreign policy all at once 

ince it has not been possible to speak the truth and gain the full support 

if the mass media. Little has been achieved in disseminating the facts 

t tne tree-world countc.ies and having them come onserve the actual situation 
slong tne border. This 18 because the other aspects of the policy are 

not supportive. 


a a 


HOw ( if ifial land 7 ui tne Offensevye? 


oncerning the charges made by Heng Samrin in the White Paper, even though 
the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs immediately denied these charges, 

if the government ignores things and allows the situation to continue 

56 at present, the chances of defeating our enemies and living in peace 
will be very smali. Because being on the defenseive on the international 
political front is the same as being on the defensive inagame of soccer. 


} 


That 18, you can only lose or at best gain 4 tie, 


An important problem that the government must take urgent action on in 
order to go on the offensive on the international political front is 


the matter of correcting the existing weaknesses. These are: 


First, we must be truly neutral in both word and deed in the eyes of 
the people of the world. Concerning remaining neutral, the government 


of General Friangsak Chamanan scored results in the MROU boat affair 








and was able #o build good relations with Laos. And ne clearly announced 
that the matter between Kampuchea and Vietnam was not Thailand's affair. 


Second, we must definitely not allow anything to be done that would cause 
trouble tor the countries that border Thailand, which includes Burma, 
Malaysia, Laos and Kampuchea. 


Third, we must recognize and build friendly relations with tne rightful 
governments of neighboring countries regardless of their form of administra- 
tion. Because it 1s clear thatthe Free World and the communist countries 

can CO-@x1sSt in the world and that the communists are not all following 

fre same path. 


Fourth, we must quickly win the hearts of the minority groups by allowing 
them to become full-fledged citizens of Thailand. 


Fifth, concerning speaking truthfully and using the mass media to disseminate 
the facts, the mass media must be won over by building good relations 

instead of using power to force the mass media to do things that conflict 
with the ideals of the mass media. The mass media represents tne Thai 

people. And in general, the mass media attaches great importance to the 
national interests. The mass media will oppose or try to destroy only 

those things that it feels are being done for the personal profit of 

certain groups. But it is frequently charged with posing a threat to 

national security. 


However, international politics is a matter that concerns the interests 

of the nation as a whole. The political parties must all cooperate with 
each other and speak with one voice. Criticizing each other in domestic 
politics may be a normal thing for political parties. But concerning 
international politics, to defeat the enemy, both the opposition and 

the government must speak with a single voice since this is truly a matter 
involving the nation's interests. As mentioned above, if we allow the 
government to speak out and correct things all aione, it will be difficult 
to get the people of the world to accept things. 


11943 
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THALLAND 


PRASONG REJECTS CALL TO MOVE REFUGEES INLAND 
BK240152 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 24 Oct 83 p 3 


{fext] Thailand has rejected refugee security measures calling for the removal 
of displaced persons deeper inland in the countries of first asylum, National 
Security Council Chief Sqn-Ldr Prasong Sunsiri said yesterday. 


The proposal, raised during the 34th annual UNHCR meeting in Geneva, also called 
for the right of international organisations to freely enter border areas to 
carry out relief operations, he said. 


Thailand and several first asylum countries rejected the plan which was aimed 
at protecting refugees from opposing armed factions. 


"There are several ways in which the refugees could be protected from military 
attack," he said. "We should talk about how to prevent opposing armed groups 
attacking refugees rather than move refugees deeper into countries which are 
providing sanctuary,” he said. 


In Thailand, in particular, a large number of Thai people were living close to 
borders and have not been evacuated. "It's unacceptable to us to move the 
refugees into Thai soil without first regarding the safety of the Thai people,’ 
the secretary-general said. 


Sqn-Ldr Prasong said the call for the right for relief organisations to enter 
border areas at refugee trouble spots was also unacceptable because territorial 
sovereignty had to be maintained. 


He said the proposed measures could not be applied to every country providing 
refugee sanctuary since different countries had different circumstances, 


Thailand and several other countries, after pondering the proposal, reserved their 
rights to accept it, he said. 


Because of strong opposition, the proposal finally was put off, Sqn-Ldr Prasong 
said. 


During the meeting, Britain and the European Economic Community pledged their 
continued support to Thailand and ASEAN on the Kampuci.ean issue, he added, 
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THALLAND 


MILITARY MAY BE INVOLVED IN PTT SCAM 
Bangkok PATINYA In Thai 3 Oct 83 pp 20-27 
[Article: “The Ghost Gasoline of the PTT: Military Interests?”) 


(Text) If you have some money saved and someone comes and asks you to invest 
it, Saying that the return on your investment will be 7 percent a month, 

or 84 percent a year, you would probably be wiliing to risk investing 

your money because of the irresistable allure of the high rate of return. 
This is natural since everyone wants to make money or have a lot of money. 
Recently, one group has used this simple psychological principle to persuade 
friends and acquaintances, with most of the first people to get involved 
being military personnel, to invest in an enterprise. They claimed that 

they would use the investment money to purchase the ghost gasoline that 

the Petroleum Trust of Thailand (PTT) has refined in excess of the quotas, 
with the result that there is excess stocks of gasoline. They will do 

this without the government or high-ranking people in the PTT knowing 

about this and sell the gasoline on the black market. 


KHecause they claimed that high-ranking military officers were involved 

in this and that those who had invested had already made a profit as 

this group claimed they would, more and more people have decided to give 
money to these people to invest. At present, it is said that the people 
involved in this come from all circles, including air force and army 
personnel and police officials, and of all ranks, that is, from non- 
commissioned officers to generals (and even if the husband is not involved, 
the wife is involved and so are relatives). Other government officials, 
doctors, politicians, bank managers, state enterprise officials and merchants 
are involved. And farmers have even mortgaged their land to have money 

to invest in this. This i6 because they believe that the others involved 

in purchasing these gasoline shares have all profited and that no one 

nas ever been cheated, Besides this, those who have made large profits 

have invested more and more. Thus, the amount of money invested each 

month has reached more than 1 billion baht. 


However, something worth noting is that even though many people from 
various circles are involved in buying these gasoline shares, no one 
nas been able to find out or come up with any clear evidence concerning 








the identity of those who tnitiated this, and who have persuaded otners 
fo invest money in this. As for the money that has been collected, just 
what has this group invested it in? That is, what activity oan yield 
the investors a return ot 7 percent 4a month? 


Tne Press Is Trying to Expose Things But Has Not Had Any Success 


Actually, stories about people buying ghost gasoline shares of tne PTT 

nave appeared in the newspapers many times. For example, such stories 
appeared around May 1942. And the daily newspaper FHAO SOT printed stories 
about this during the period 12-25 May 1963. In short, the stories stated 
that this idea and plan originated about 43 years ago. A retired colonel 

who was involved with the PTT is the person who formualted this plan 

in cooperation with two or three high-ranking air force officers and 

three or four army officers. Some of these people were generals. Two 

PTT officials, One woman and one man, took part in this, too. During 

that period, gasoline was expensive and people were smuggling large quantities 
belonging to both public and private units and selling it on the black 
market. This group, which had the female PTT official serve as its agent, 
began trying to persuade the wives of high-ranking military officers 

and their relatives who had money and status to invest money with their 
group. They claimed that the PTT could refine gasoline in excess of the 
quotas set by the government and that this excess gasoline could be smuggled 
out and sold as ghost gasoline. They said that there was so much that 

a secret partnership could be formed. Those interested in trading in 

this ghost gasoline were reaguired to buy into the partnership by purchasing 
truckioads of gasoline at a cost of 160,000-180,000 baht a truckload. 

The monthly return on their investment would ne 10,300-13,000 baht per 
Share, that is per truckload. In purchasing gasoline shares, loan contracts 
were drawn up, with the female PTT official being the person who signed 
these loan contracts. The number of people hoping to become rich instantly 
totalled about 2,500, and the revolving capital totalled at least 500 
million baht and may have reached 1 billion baht since some people invested 
several million baht. Some of the people who bought shares have profited. 
But others have not been paid the profits agreed on. They have asked 

to be paid but have been put off, with some of the generals in this gang 
going and trying to smooth things over by telling them that they will 

get their moeny. Some of the victims have sent letters of complaint to 

[ISOC officials and to General Athit Kamlangek in his position as the 
director of communist Suppression activities. And SO an investigation 

has been launched. Initially, it was learned that some air force and 

army generals had in fact cooperated with the female PTT official but 

that in carrying out things, it was this female PTT official who did 
everytning. 


As for the PTT, on 13 May 1983, Mr Phayom Tantisipikon, the director 

of the Public Relations Center, talked with reporters and admitted that 
there really had been a scam but that the people involved had used the 
name of the PTT in order to fool the people. [He said that] the PTT has 
conducted a thorough investigation and has found that no excess gasuline 
has been refined. For all of the petroleum products obtained from the 
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Bang Chak Refinery, there are lists showing the amounts protucec. These 
provide conclusive evidence. As for tne reports that two Pr 
are involved in this scam, the PTT has conducted background investigations 
on tne people suspected of being involved, but there is no evidence that 
officials nave acted improperly as nas been reported. Thus, "© *toid people 
not to allow themselves to be fooled by this gang. Leter on, Mr Arax 
Suyanan, the head of the PTT Public Relations Center, repeated tiat the 
PTT Knew nothing about this scam. The gasoline production anc distrivution 
activities of the PTT are controlled tightly according to regulations. 
There 1S no way that large quantities of gasoline could be smuggied out 
and sold as has been claimed. Besides this, gasoline is not cafai water 
that im be obtained and sold -asily. Even high-ranking officiais could 
not do this and so how coulda this low-ranking female official, wno, 

according to reports, cooperated with this gang, do this? Mr Arar aise 

Gaia that the identity of tnis female PTT official has been «Known for 

a long time but that the case did not involve tne PTT and so it was considered 
to be 4 private matter. 


At the same time, concerning the identity of the two PTT officiais who 
were implicated in this, it was revealed that one was a female official 
assigned to the marketing section. Her name is Mrs Chamoi Thipso; she 

is about 50 years old. A reporter went to see ner and observed that wniie 
Mrs Chamoi 1S an ordinary marketing official, she was dressed very elegantly 
and was wearing much jewelry. Mrs Chamoi denied being involved in any 

way with this gang and she denied having signed 4 contract with anyone, 
regardless of whether it waS a contract to borrow or loan money or a 
financial contract of any sort. She said that she was being ma.igned 
people from this group once came and asked for a loam but she nad 5 
to give them one. Thus, they probably harbored ill feelings towara her 
ind wanted to find a way to frame her and destroy her reputation. Sne 
told the reporter the name of the person wno was trying to trame her, 
ind said that this person was a hoodlum who cheated people by te.iing 
them that General Kriangsak Chamanan had given her 30 million bant to 
go into partnership with the PTT and trade in excess gasoline. And she 
quoted the price of PTT gasoline to show that the PTT hela shares in 


rnis, too, 


Thus, the reporter went to see Air Force Master Sergeant Noxraeo Cnaiyen, 
wno 18 assiqned to the Air Force Welfare Office and who is said to be 
cooperating with this gang in swindling people.Air Force Master Sergeant 
Nokkaeo Said that she had known about the investment of money in gasoline 
Shares for 2-3 years and that people had tried to get her to invest, 

too. But she did not think that this was possible since tne profits promised 
were 60 great. And she did not believe that the PTT would aliow such 

large quantities of gasoline to leak out. She aiso said that she was 

once very poor and that if she had invested 4 large sum of money, with 


just a Single loan contract 48 4 guarantee, the risk would have been 

too great. Thus, she refused and did not invest in this. Besides this 

lahe said that] she had warned many people who were considering purchasing 
gasoline shares and told them not to do this. She said that she nad carelessly 








talked wit people in tnis group and that sne mignt nave angeres them. 
rie aid tnat Ne Was DeiIng Maligqned ang that, actuaiiy, ne GOES not 
Ano@e anyone in this group. She nad just stucied the matter a a fer 
Of tneir plans. (Sne said that) thi jang senas teams OF Mempers © .0UF 
for victims, with each team naving 4a ieader. dnen they get money, they 
me 4 jiven 4 percentage. When this gang tound out that sne «new wnat 
aa joing on and tnat Sne was warning ofners, 42 Soicier wno is tne siave 
Of a2 @oman in the gang went and told people that sne nad been arrested 
by tne Special Branch Division in order to impugn ner veracity ans get 
the customers to turn over money to them easily. Concerning the charge 
that sne had unsuccessfully tried to borrow money, sne necame angry and 
sid tnat that was not true since how could she borrow money trom a stranger? 
At present Sné 165 afraid that She wiili De KFilied since these people 
Wore togetner as 4 team. 
However, KHAO SOT also reported that printing these stories for several 
days had resulted in this gang being unanle to find any new victims. 
At tre ime time, the old victims are trying to get their money oacr. 
Pnus, the Memrgers of the gang are running about trying to come up with 
tens of millions of bant in order to save face. Because at a time when 
‘nis Matter 16 in the news, if they do not repay the money, tne matter 
will certainly be taken tocourt. And it seems that concerning the money 
to be paid to the victims, some of these people nave not received any 
money at all Since there is not enough money and it is becoming extremely 
fitficult to find new victims. It has reached the point where many of 
the people nave each put in 2,900-3,000 baht. This can be seen from the 
fact that low-ranking officials from tne Police Department, tne Posts 
nad Telegraph bepartment, the air force and the army and company workers 
nave peen persuaded to invest money, tov. As for tne old victims who 

sve asked for their money back, some of them who invested 4.4 million 
baht nave received a check postdated 1 month for only 490,000 bant. As 
for tne other 4 million, they nave been asnred to wait. Some people have 
beer told that, according to the contract, they must notify them 1 month 
if ivance. And OMe DeOple who Nave asKread the team ieacer for tneir 
none pack have been told to wait awhile Since there 1s no money at tne 
moment. But they nave been assured that they will be repaic. Thus, it 

t Mgnt that this gang will brealb up py the end of May and tnat the 
wor ano siqned tne contracts will nave to flee abroad. 

Ey tnough the newspapers nave heen printing these stories in orger 

to warn people about this gang, it seems that some people are still buying 
gasoline snares and that tne number is increasing every day. This is 
evident from a4 statment made by Air Chief Marsnal Arun Phromtnep, the 
SGistant RTAFP CINC, on 19 August. In Short, he said that he learned 

yf thi + year igo and that ne was contacted about investing money. 

He was told to give the money to 4 woman named “Chamoi.” But because 

fhis whole matter seemed ispicious, he did not .nvest any money and 

jid not follow the matter very Losely. He nnows about tne reports that 
thi is Still going on and that some army and air force officers nave 
invest+d large sums of money with this group. But he doesn’t know how 
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much has been invested. However, the money invested may exceed 100 
million pant. 


Was It Someone In the Air Porce Who Started This? 


Because of the reports that many people in the air force are buying gasoline 
shares, PATINYA contacted the Office of the Secretary and was told by 

a high-ranking officer that “at present, many people in the air force 

are engaged in buying gasoline shares and some have become so rich that 

a lieutenant can afford to build a nouse costing several hundred thousand 
bant. I don’t really know what tney do with the money. I only know what 
they have told me. They have said that anyone can buy shares. You give 
them your money, and they will pay you back at the end of the month and 
pay you high interest. I asked about the people involved but they said 
that they didn’t know since they have never met anyone in this group. 

They make contact through an agent. You have to humor [the agent] if 

you want to play and you have to promise that you won't cause any trouble. 
As for whether people have all made a profit and gotten their capital 
back, they won't say.” 


"The air force nas investigated. And the PTT has investigated to determine 
whether this group relies on the air force quota to purchase gasoline 

from the PTT or whether they are stealing gasoline from the military. 

They found that the quota was as it should be and that none had been 
stolen Since there are records snowing how much gasoline was receieved 

and how much was used. Also, if someone stole any, it would be tantamount 
to stealing government property, and they would be tracked down. Since 

the results of the investigations were all negative, the matter of people 
buying shares is 4 private matter of theirs. We have not conducted any 
further investigations,” said the same high-ranking officer. He also 

said that “we are still trying to obtain evidence from KHAO SOT. At first, 
they said that if we wanted the documents we could go and get them. But 
when we went to get them, they refused to give them to us. We asked to 

see the list of names but they refused. Actually, even if we knew their 
names, we couldn't do anything since we do not have any evidence. The 
matter of people buying shares or investing money is their own personal 
affair. It’s their money.” 


"We, too, are afraid because if this 15 a scam, the people who have purchased 
shares will suffer, particularly the lower-ranking soldiers. We have 

issued warnings. But people shouldn't have to he warned about this type 

of thing; they should be aware of the dangers since the newspapers have 
printed stories warning people. When people read these stories, they 

should realize that they shouldn't get involved if things don't seem 

right. But they still go ahead and get involved. If they don’t believe 

[the reports], that's their affair. We cannot make it a violation for 

people to invest. That is a private matter of theirs. We would be violating 
the law if we prevented themfrom getting involved.” And this high-ranking 
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fficer repeated that “to date, no one nas filed any charges, or no one 
% been Swindled. And Suppose that tnis i : SCaM, those writ Je ANVeLted 
nave all gotten their money back. As for those who have ma orufit 
and them invested more money, I think they deserve to be chested 
they are so greedy. Some people I know got their investment nace in Oniy 
S$ montns and so they invested more. I du not see them experiencing any 
probicms. The more they have invested, the more they nave made. Tare 

a friend of mine, for example. When I criticized him, he got angry and 
toid me that it was fis money. He asked me why I didn’t try to stop nis 
from spending money on women and liquor. He saic that ne is now trying 
to get money to Support nis family and so why should I try to stop him. 
And so, I think that this 1S a private affair. But I nave tained with 
peopie and learned that this is a loan-*type investment. When money 1: 
loaned, it's a matter between the borrower and the lender. A person can 
file a civil Suit. How can the military forbid someone from investing? 


* ) 4 4 e . on 
Aae t 44a sf tne only COTINE t Lon tris nas with tre air ;orce i> triat Mati 
sirmen nave invested money since tne person who imitiated this scneme 


is in the air force. He wanted to involve people from the same group. 


At the same time, PATINYA also contacted the army Office of tne Secretary 
since it had been learned that the army was investigating tnis matter, 


too. One officer said that the “investigation nas aimost heen compieted. 


[t's almost finished but it's still underway. This matter is linked to 
1 iot rf tnings. As for whether some Gang was psi ing 4a SCam, we wiis 
nave to wait for the results of the investigation. I don’t know whether 
that was the case or not. At present, tne results of the investigation 


‘ ‘ ] — t “2 ° ‘ ~ ‘ al . 
haven't been made available. We cannot disclose any of the detaiis. The 


} ‘ + ‘ ‘ ‘ } ‘ T« , ‘+ > , , 4 c 

re*su if ; Oi tne ifi J st igat Lon Wii ] propahi J rt: 31 , iO nae | ar junG Zs ye PtLemner * 
4 ¢ 4 ‘ 7 a r a 
arnering shares: investing In Order to Do What? 
tJ] ‘ , ‘ , ¥ ve . ve r " 
Anat iS curious 18 tnat even tnougn many veODp.e nave nmougnt jasoi.ine 
P ’ , , , 

nares, it has not been possible to find out who the members of the group 


tnat initiated this are or why they invested money. it Nas a.Wways Deen 


? y y * P , P ‘ mre rea? ‘ , ry TT 
iaimed tnat the money was used to '¢ ircrase ig 13° jasoiifrie (rom tne ril 
) ' ce ) / ‘ j 7 / ; , tf . . ‘ . 74 
iT) ; try tT) ee ae it if 4 a pro: it . The peopar aii J da Je" ano ia Jt: [w-e rT q © os lore 4 
ive all Said that they do not know the answers. There may be two explaina- 


p " ; , 7 , ‘ ‘ 4 , 1 
one of the people in this group. Or because of 4a rule that forbat people 
from aSking questions or being inquisitive or because *nis group had 


1 good security system, the people who invested money did not Know the 


facts . Secon l, it may ne that some of tne investors zcnew tne truth put 
did not Say anything since the / were Afrali } that to do so might re Aar qerous. 
(or rie vA if j qt t Nave Heer at ral Gg »f iOS , NG 4 rye ; rof Pl t ty A* t 1e'/ 4 30 pe er 


] 7% ’ ee , ¢ ‘ a < r r 
making. ror these reasons, tnere are various que 6S about wnat as nappenec. 


For example: 


This group has used the quota of the air force to purchase gasoline from 


tyr a i . + “ * . . #7 / a re ‘ 
the PTT if a ;OW pri ‘ Ana tner sO 4 ; it ror a pr yt i? eo DOME yf tre 44250,.1n6e 


may nave peer smugqgqied out ATIC 4 % ai,Of q r ne Fame JC He ap#ri anG Lao DoOrger , 





r profit. " 
? purchase gasoline f the PTT af credit prices, this group used cas! 

t purchase gasoline from the PTT, which is cheaper than t’« credit price, 
and *nen sold it to tne air force at the reéait price.They may nave done 
rr af ening j rre army, t[00. Because it j 21ic ts t igi.-ra 7iTiG 


apmy and air force officers were members of tnis group. However, the 


’ se » —? » P ’ . ’ . -* se + 
sif ;orce nas je@nies *&rni ,ince it nas mauctec PO Jela sAmnvesri 4a ions 
4 y *~-. s . s 7 4 + s £ ‘ * > r . 
mad not found any evicence of this. Ana if this is true, probabiy 


some of the money was invested this way since the amount of revolving 


ita: was Very .arge. 


Tne PTT nad surplus amounts of some types of petroleum and so it quickly 
nad to get rid of this excess petroeum so that the investment capital 

@Ould not be tied up. Thus, the PIT set a gasoline quota for this group 

ind paid the agent a fee of 10 percent. Or, fothers think that] the surplus 
gasoline was stolen and sold to this group. But the PTT has constantly 
jeniec nNaving any Surplus stock and said that gasoline is not canai water 
tnat can easily be smuggled cut. However, if such reports are true, 
propabiy only some cf the money was invested in tnis. 


[Some think that] tnis group has invested in illegal activities such 

iS trafficking in contraband or smuggled goods, selling weapons along 

i porder or trafficking in narcotics since no legal activities can 
provide returns 45 high as 6 or 7 percent a month. But this is not likely 
since tnis would we very risky. And a military news source has said that 
“government security units form a tight network and that neither the 
security units nor undercover government investigation units have said 
inmything or filed any reports.” Besides this, even though there have 

been reports about people trafficking in narcotics, there 1s actually 
very little of this going on. Only occassionally is 4 major trafficker 


irrested, 


|Anotner idea is that] they have used the money to build condominiums 

or to purchase land for resale at a profit. This is not likely since 

sucn investments tare time before showing a profit, and it 18 not certain 
whether these investments will produce the profits expecta). And where 

an this group get money to pay the investors a profit every month? 


Another possibility is that they used the money to make 10ans at a hidgt. 
rate of interest. For example, they might have loaned money to gasoline 
stations that do not have sufficient capital to purchase gasoline from 
tne PTT in accord with their alloted quota without requiring them to 

put up any collateral, which they would have to do if they borrowed money 
from 4 bank. However, the interest rate would be higher than that charged 
by a bank. Also, they might have made loans to other merchants without 
requiring tnem to put up collateral but just inspected the projects first. 
For example, they might have given loans to businessmen who were engaged 
in house and land deais, to merchants who were engaged in the import- 
e“zport business, to buliding contractors and to people engaged in other 
activities. At present, there are many such businessmen and merchants 
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if 5 make more and more 1|oans. Beside tnis, they yu MaKe 

loans ¢ jovernment officials and charge an interest rate of lu percent 

smonth, which is a rate that people will pay. Because in some government 

mits, the interest cate on loans 1s 20 percent. And the possibility 


of people not repaying the loans 1s very slight if the salary payment 
system in the unit can be controlled. It can be seen that there is a 


good possibility that this group 1S Manipulating capital using this method. 


If 315 possibile that the group 18S engaged in construction contracting 
ctivitieés and that it bids on government construction projects, particularly 
sir force projects, using agents to gain the contract even thougn its 


bid 1s higher than that of other people. Or this may involve inside bidding 
without a public call for bids. This 18 4a distinct possibility. However, 
only some of the money would be invested in this since government units 


ao F ror tne tender »f Mics on ,arge-scaie building proje ts miiy occassionally. 


Another possibility is that they use the money obtained from new investors 
to pay the old investors. For example, if a new investor invests 180,000 
bant, they pay one of the old investors his profit of 3,000 bant and 

p the other 167,000 baht. If they can keep attracting more and more 


investors, they will always be able to pay the old investors their profit. 


in the end, this will amount to using the money of 50 people to pay profits 
to the first 10 investors, using the money trom the next 100 investors 
tc pay off 5 ther nvestors, ana tnen 45ang the money from 1,000 


other investors to pay off the first 100 investors. At the same time, 


they will use the money on hand to invest in other business ventures 
in order to make a profit. It 18 very likely that this 1s what they are 


loing Since this is very Similar to the “Racha Finance” case in which 
the price of Shares was mtinually raised. This induced many people 


to purchase share of Pacha Pinance in order to make a profit. Finally, 


problems arose, 45 15 well known. The same is true for purchasing gasoline 
nares. if thi jroup manipulates the capital using this method, there 
will eventually be problems. If the person referred to as “Chamoi" flees, 


the people who bought gasoline shares will be in trouble. Or even if 


this person i ivrested, they would be able to file charges only against 
Mr namoi. They would probably get very little of their money back. 

Andi they might not get any back at all if Mrs Chamoi files for bankruptcy 
anile most if the money iS in tne hands ot the anonymous people peninad 
ner, 


However, a high-ranking military news source told PATINYA that, actually, 


the matter of people investing in gasoline hares can be divided into 


two parts. First, the PTT set a gasoline quota for the military (in accord 
with a tradition that nas heen observed ever since the time of Sam Thahan 
pasoline) that it could sell it. The protits were shared with senior 
fficers who had infiuvuence and power at that time or with senior officers 
who held important positions. (Everyone holding such 4 position received 


part of the protits.) Also, the senior officer in the state enterprises 
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to invest, too. But they could participate oniy as ior 3° ? yt the 
Jaso.ine given oy the PTT was still left. Once it was gone, outsiders 

juiG nor partic loa’®< ° 
Ee CONC, pince tnis was tne ca se, SOME peop.e, inciud mg nign-rems ng 


e os 


*¢e, , _ . 7 e - ° . . re - 
Grticers, tnougnt of @ way to make a fast profit. They went and persuaded 


. > ’ - eyr . ’ ce s . * 
ise the money to purchase gasoline from the PTT. As long 4S tnere was 
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provide PATINYA with any evidence of this. 


The Per nould Be Closed Before the Cattle Disappear 

lo summarize, at present, the facts concerning tne purchase of gasoline 
‘Mates, a Matter that Nas been in the news, are still not clear and there 

is no evidence to onftirm this. But consicering tne various data that 

NAVE DEEN orecented in the ne WSpapers anc tne data that "ave peen obtained 
;fOm new SsCurces, it 18S Ciear that this is not somer? ing that tne government 
ectors concerned, such as the air ,Orce, tne army or tne PTT, car ignore. 
Because, first, some officials from these sectors are invoived in this 


j ‘ ‘ » o ’ ‘ ~ - er - é . 
fia en . may at ec? tre jenera, image Or "ness sectors. »E CONG sg ts enis 


iS a mm tO Swindie people or if government officials are involved in 
| ¥ —T. ‘ 4 y : o - 7 ‘7 , Ys er 7? 2 , 
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ma the violators must be arrested and tried in accorG with the iaw. 


phiirad, if? May ve true that the business activities of this Group are 


1 private matter and that no one is making use of his position to profit 

yr engaging in iilegal activities. But even so, the money being manipulated 
every montn amounts to several hundred million baht and many people have 
invested mor ey ow tn tnis Group fwitr 43 loar contract xe pt as tne Aas 

piece of evidence). And this is particularly true for air force nd army 
‘ficials--from non-commissioned officers to generals--and some of the Sé 
people nave invested millions of baht with this jroup. For tnese reasons, 

if people are swindled later on, there will be great turmoil in the military 
ma mor q tne i Uuie ano pur nased Gaso.iine ares. 

Thus, the government, through the government units concerned, must conduct 


‘ y wee * - ~« “4 7 7 * 
ar) investigati ww to i@ar ip tnis matter as GUuick.Y as pPossibie. it snoulia 


not ignore the matter as it has done for the past 3 years. If at is found 
that this 168 4 scam to swind] peopie or if it is found that they are 
engaging in illegal activitie mG COrruption, tney snould be arrested 
and punisnec so that they do not continue to set a bad exampie. st if 

it 1S found that their activities are le f2i, MeASUTES SNOuUIG he °* 1kerL, 

fo ensure that problems Oncerning peop.ebeing cheated do not arise, 
which would lead to other problems sS* a5 in the “Racha Finance” case, 
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THALLAND 


BRIEFS 


ENVOYS TO BURMA, INDIA--Burma has approved the nomination of Mr Thongchan 
Chotikasathian as new Thai ambassador to Rangoon succeeding Mr Phirat Itsarasena, 
who has been assigned as the new ambassador to India. [Text] [BK171449 Bangkok 
Voice of Free Asia in English 1230 CMT 14 Oct 83 BK] 


COVERNMENT TAX COLLECTION--Government's tax collection during fiscal 1983 which 
ended last month amounted to about 54 billion baht, an increase of almost 

6 billion baht from that of last year. The Finance Ministry announced that the 
increase was equivalent to about 12 percent. Collection for the whole year of 
personal income tax amounted to about 14 billion baht or about 25 percent. 
Corporate income tax amounted to about 30 billion baht, up 0.19 percent. Business 
tax for the fiscal year was 25 billion baht, up 12 percent from that of last year. 
[Text] [Bangkok Domestic Service in English 0000 GMT 14 Oct 83 BK] 


INCOME FROM TOURISM--Thailand's receipt from foreign tourism last year overtook 
earings from its leading export commodities for the first time in recent years. 
Visitors to Thailand last year spent 23.87 billion baht while rice, which has 
always been the country's leading export commodity, poured in 22.50 billion baht. 
Tapioca export ranked third in revenue at 19.76 billion baht followed by textile 
products, sugar and rubber exports. [Text] [Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 
1230 GMT 14 Oct 83 BK] 


NEW ROK PRIME MINISTER--Prime Minister General Prem Tinsulanon has sent a con- 
gratulatory message to the South Korean prime minister on the occasion of the 
latter's appointment as prime minister of the Republic of South Korea [as heard]. 
In the message, Prime Minister Prem says that the South Korean prime minister's 
assumption of office will further contribute to and enhance the existing close 
ties of friendship and cooperation between the two countries. Prime Minister Prem 
has expressed the belief that under the newly appointed South Korean prime 
minister's leadership, South Korea and her people will overcome the existing 
trauma and frustration. [Text] [BK201419 Bangkok Domestic Service in English 

0000 GMT 20 Oct 83} 


ASEAN ENERGY MINISTERS MEETING--The cabinet has approved a proposal by the Ministry 
of Science, Technology and Energy to host the 5th ASEAN energy ministers’ meeting 
in Bangkok 16-19 November. Also approved under the same proposal was the 
ministry's plan to set up a 19-member committee to prepare for the meeting. The 
cormittee is to be chaired by the ministry's permanent secretary, Prawit Ruyaphon. 
[Text] [BK201457 Bangkok Domestic Service in English 0000 GMT 20 Oct 83} 











AMBASSADOK TO BRAZIL--His majesty's government has proposed to the Brazilian 
Government the appointment of Pranom Kongsamut as the Thal ambassador to 
Brazil to succeed Thongchan Chotikasathian. The Brazilian Gover “ent has 
now given consent to the proposed appointment. [Excerpt] [BK121525 bangkok 
Domestic Service in English 0000 GMT 7 Oct 83 BK) 


NEW OIL FIND--Thai Shell yesterday said it had struck oil in a well drilled 

in the northern province of Uttaradit but is umable at present to determine 
whether the new find is commercially viable. Mae Nam Nan-3 was drilled to a 
depth of 1,222 metres and two oil sands levels were encountered at around 

1,000 metres. Flow tests indicate that the reservoir pressure at this shallow 
depth is insufficient for the well to flow by itself, and pumps are required. 
The crude is of a waxy nature similar to Phet crude from the Sirixit Field. 

Thai Shell, a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Royal Dutch/Shell Group, said there 
is not enough information available at present to decide whether the new oil 


find is 4a commercial proposition. [Excerpts] [Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
ll Oct 63 p 1 BK] 
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AGRICULTURE 


KUBBER PRODUCTION EXPANDED WITH SOVIET ASSISTANCE 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 14 Sep 83 p 1 


[Article: "The Rubber Sector Plants 18,800 Hectares of New Rubber Trees; 
15,730 Additional Laborers Received at State Farms"] 


[Text] At the start of 1983, after being assigned the task of increasing the 
amount of area under the cultivation of rubber to 500,000 hectares in the 
years ahead, the Rubber General Department, despite shortages of materials, 
capital and labor, took the initiative by raising the state plan quota 
assigned for the year by 2,900 hectares, 1,100 hectares of which represent 
cooperative projects between Vietnam and the Soviet Union. 


Considering the planting of new rubber trees in 1983 to be an extremely 
important effort and a way to provide training in order to prepare the 
conditions needed to expand the amount of area under the cultivation of rubber 
trees at amore rapid rate and on a larger scale in the years ahead, the 
rubber corporations and state farms have taken many steps to overcome the 
difficulties being encountered with materials, capital and labor, focusing 
their efforts on preparing the soil, planting trees correctly and during the 
proper season and exceeding the quotas of the plan on the amount of area put 
under cultivation. As of 3 August, the rubber corporations had planted 
18,800 hectares of new rubber trees, thereby exceeding their state plan quota 
by 25.3 percent and surpassing last year's rate of planting by 29 percent. Of 
this amount, the rubber corporations involved in cooperative projects between 
Vietnam and the Soviet Union have planted 11,115 hectares, thereby exceeding 
their plan quotas by 11.5 percent. The Dong Nai, Dau Tieng and Phu Rieng 
Rubber Corporations have planted from 4,900 to 5,000 hectares of new rubber 
trees; the Dong Nai Rubber Corporation has exceeded its plan quota by 19.9 
percent. 


Deserving of attention is the fact that, this year, despite a shortage of 
labor and scions, the various units have managed to plant 44.1 percent of the 
land put under cultivation by the "stem and high humidity” method, an advanced 
method that yields high economic returns.(In 1982, only 27 percent of the land 
put under cultivation was planted by this method). 
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One very important matter in insuring that the production planus for 1943 and 
subsequent years are met is that of transferring labor to the rubber sector. 
As of the end of August, 15,750 persons from many provinces throughout the 
country have arrived to work in production at the various sce farms, thereby 
meeting 46.7 percent of the plan quota. Pinh Tri Thien Province ( Ompleted 
its plan to send 600 laborers to the Loc Ninh Pubber Corporation, Ha son Binh 
Province has only sent 278 of a total of #00 laborers to the Binh Long Fubber 
Corporation, Due to the many difficulties encountered in providing local 
labor for rubber cultivation in Song Be Province, the northern provinces have 
provided additional labor: Thanh Hoa: 4,500 laborers; Binh Tri Thien: 1, W0 
laborers; Nghe Tinh: ‘SOO laborers, etc. 
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AGR LOULTURE 


NHAN DAN EDITORIAL ON TECHNOLOGY IN AGRICULTURE 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 14 Sep 83 pp 1, 4 
[Fditorial: “Technology, an Important Force in Agriculture] 


[Text] In agriculture, the application of technological advances enables us 
to develop the natural resources that lie in our arable land, climate, plant 
and animal life, labor and so forth better in order to achieve high crop and 
livestock yields and raise labor productivity. Advanced technology is also a 
direct production force in agriculture. 


Under the science and technology line of the party and through the efforts of 
farmers, of agricultural workers and scientific and technical cadres, we have 
gradually established a system of advanced technology that meets’ the 
requirements of agricultural production. This system provides for an increase 
in the productivity of the soil and labor, an increase in crop and livestock 
yields and so forth and is also the scientific base underlying’ the 
transformation of the structure of agriculture, the zoning and planning of 
agriculture along the lines of intensive cultivation and specialized farming 
and the comprehensive development of agriculture. 


The majority « the agricultural labor in our country is manual labor; 
industry does »t supply much by way of equipment and technical materials. 
Consequently, a. this point in time, the focus of advanced technology is to 
develop biological potentials (new varieties and breeds), develop existing, 
local raw materials (organic fertilizer, medicine derived from plants) and 
develop efficient methods and skills for laborers. 


However, biological advances require certain material bases before they can be 
effectively applied. To develop good varieties, we must have seed production 
fields that meet all specifications, must have adequate irrigation, fertilizer 
and pesticides as well as drying yards, storehouses and seed processing tanks. 
To obtain good livestock manure, we must have efficient livestock pens and 
compost pits that meet technical requirements. Crop and livestock yields can 
only be rapidly raised if the various measures involved in biological 
intensive cultivation are properly combined with mechanization and the 
application of chemistry. 








: 
Ihe task of agricultural science and technology is, above everything else, to 


develop the advanced tec hnologies needed to insure increases in crop and 
livestock yields, insure an increase in the productivity of the soil and labor 
lor the purpose of meet ify and exe ceeding the norms of the tate olan, Fach 
species of crop and livestock grows in an area that has certa, ecological 
conditions and among all the factors that have an impact upo: the 


species’ yield, there are usually a few factors that serve to limit this 
yield; if the restrictions on yields posed by these factors are removed, 
yields are raised, The objectives of scientific and technical research are to 
determine the most limiting of these factors under each specific set of 
circumstances, and establish measures for overcoming these factors. 


Research results are tested under actual production conditions before they are 
verified as technological advances that can and must be introduced in main 
crop production, The technological advances reyarding a specific crop or 
species of livestock within an area must be fully applied, applied as a 
complete system from which nothing may be lacking, a system that is expressed 
in the form of technical codes and regulations promulgated for the entire 
country or each large region. Every locality must apply these regulations in 
a manner consistent with its production conditions, apply them in the form of 
regulations governing each cooperative and each produc om unit, even each 
tield and rice paddy. Scientific and technical knowledg wst be disseminated 
in every way possible so that laborers clearly see what is involved in and how 
to apply each type technological advance and seize the economic benefits to be 
derived from the application of this technology so that everyone applies it in 
a voluntary manner. 


The process of scientific and technical research and application is carried 
out from the research institutes and colleges through the experimental 
stations and farms in the provinces and districts to the science and 
technology sections of the cooperatives and production collectives and the 
trial fields of rural youths. It also involves the tasks of the agencies that 
guide technological development, disseminate information on science and 
technology, etc. Scientific and technical research cadres must conduct trials 
in research results under production conditions and participate’ in 
disseminating knowledge and instructing and training laborers in the 
application of new technology. 


lhe application of technological advances usually requires certain instruments 
of production and technical materials. Some biological instruments of 
production, such as new varieties and microorganisms, have the effect of 
stimulating growth or protecting the crops being raised. Some technical 
materials are manufactured by industry but a portion of them must still be 
imported, Therefore, we must, on the one hand, research ways to manufacture 
and gradually replace those materials that must be purchased from foreign 
countries; on the other hand, we must research and use foreign materials in 
the most economical and efficient manner possible. 


To insure balance among labor, materials, finances and so forth so that 
technological advances can be applied well, technological advances must be 
recorded in the state plan for each period. Rear service agencies and 
business and production organizations must provide a full and timely supply of 





high quality materials. The scientific and technical management system must 
establish and observe the implementation of technical codes, regulations, and 
standards and economic-technical quotas. They must also inspect the quality 
of technical materials and the various types of agricultural procuwts, 
especially those types that are used as instruments of production, used as raw 
materials by industry or used in the manufacture of export goods. 


The application of advanced technology demands that techniques be improved, 
the laborer be trained and the nature of labor be raised to a higher level. 
Consequently, laborers will only voluntarily and enthusiastically invest their 
mental and physical effort in the application of new technology if their 
income is raised and if they, too, not merely the state and the collective, 
benefit. The policies that have been adopted over the past several years to 
provide incentive for the development of technology as well as the product 
contracts with groups of laborers and individual laborers have clearly had the 
effect of stimulating the application of technological advances in production. 


Based on the experience of other countries and our own country as well, the 
application of technological advances in agricultural production requires that 
three conditions exist: 


Technological advances must be certified as true technological advances, that 
is, as having the effect of accelerating the development of production and 
reducing production costs while being able to be systematically applied to 
each production objective in a manner suited the ecological conditions of each 
area. 


Certain material conditions must exist (instruments of production, technical 
materials). 


There must be suitable methods for organizing and managing production; 
policies that provide incentive for the development of technology in 
production and appropriately satisfy the interests of laborers must be 
adopted. 


Introducing science and technology in agricultural production is the work of 
all laboring farmers and the various support sectors, work that is performed 
under the lecdership of the party. All scientific, technical and management 
sectors must focus their efforts on supporting the work of introducing 
advanced technology in agricultural production, thereby stimulating the 
gradual development of the scientific and technological revolution in the 
countryside with a view toward resolving the problems of food for society, raw 
materials for industry and agricultural products for exportation. 
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AGRICULTURE 


BENEFITS OF AFFORESTATION IN MEKONG DELTA DESCRIBED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 14 Sep 43 p 2 


[Article by Tran Song Thuy, Vice Minister of Forestry: “Afforestation, a 
Strength of the Mekong River Delta™] 


[Text] The Mekong Delta, a vast and fertile delta, has the potential for 
developing an economy that has a complete agro-forestry-fishing structure. 
This region is a key rice growing region of the country but this does not mean 
that forestry occupies an unimportant position there. The resolution of the 
Mekong Delta Forestry Conference (held in July, 1982) established the 
objectives of protecting existing forests and completing, before 1990, the 
replanting of forests in barren areas, thereby raising the percentage of 
ground covered by forests within the region from 5-7 percent to 15 percent and 
endeavoring to supply 0.1 cubic meter of wood and 0.3 cubic meter of firewood 
per capita each year. 


Following more than 1 year of being carried out under the guidelines "the 
state and the people working together” and “the central level and the locality 
working together,” the afforestation movement within the region has developed 
strongly and achieved good results. The nine provinces, Ho Chi Minh City and 
the Vung Tau-Con Dao special zone have planted nearly 20,000 hectares of 
centralized forests, 3.2 times more than required under their state plan 
quotas, and planted more than 1046 million trees at various places (the 
equivalent of 25,000 hectares of forests), 2.6 times more than required under 
plan quotas. The salient feature of the afforestation movement is the fact 
that the various localities have, in addition to the small amount of capital 
allocated by the state, provided additional monies from their local budgets, 
expanded the movement and gained the participation along with the people of 
many elements and forces consisting of state forestry sites, state farms, 
ayencies, army units, public security units, communications units, water 
conservancy units and many cooperatives, production collectives and production 
solidarity teams. An Giang Province has planted 2,810 hectares, more than 15 
times the quota assigned to it, with the majority of this work being performed 
by the departments, sectors, districts and cities; the provincial Public 
Security Service has planted 900 hectares of cajuput trees on soil on which 
there is a buildup of sulfates. The provinces of Hau Giang, Kien Giang, Ben 
Tre, Cuu Long and Dong Thap, Ho Chi Minh City and so forth have also met and 


12 





exceeded their plan quotas on afforestation and the pat ting of trees. 


’ 


Although only recently established, the forestry sites have also plaved a key 


role in the movement. Both collective units and families have been planting 
trees; in 1982, they planted 7,165 hectares of forest, 44 percent of the 
forests planted in the region, During the first 6 months of 1943, the Mekong 
River Delta prepared a full supply of seedlings and seed and prepared enough 
planting sites to insure that 1983 plan quotas are exceeded. As a result of 


establishing the correct allocation of tree species, applying the experiences 
of the people, boldly investing in capital construction, preparing the soil, 
coordinating agriculture, forestry, water conservancy and communications, 
operating full-scale businesses, using short-term crops to support the 
production of long-term crops, expanding the trade sector, harvesting a 
combination of products, including wood, firewood, leaves, shrimp, fish and so 
forth, the strength that lies in afforestation has been developed upon and 
returns have been achieved from investments. At the My Phuoc forestry site in 
Hau Giang, the 300 hectares of cajuput forests that were planted in 1978 now 
yield an average of more than 80,000 dong per hectare. If harvested in a 
reasonable manner, the forestry site can earn 10 million dong each year. The 
products of coordinated businesses, such as shrimp, fish, leaves and bees, are 
enough to provide the annual salaries of the forestry site's management 
apparatus and security force. The Dong Thap, Ap Bac, Binh Son 3, Pham Van Hai 
and otner «tate farms have also achieved large returns from the planting of 
trees. A preliminary accounting conducted by the Binh Son 3 State Farm shows 
that the labor productivity of one worker who plants trees is five times 
greater than that of an agricultural production worker. 


Thus, the Mekong River Delta not only has a strength in rice production, but 
in afforestation and the planting of trees as well. Moreover, in many coastal 
areas that are inundated with salt water and in areas in which sulfate 
buildups have occurred in the soil, the planting of trees creates rather high 
economic productivity that it is difficult for agricultural crops to achieve, 
creates shelter belts airectly protecting agriculture and improves acidic, 
saline soil so that it becomes farmland in two to three cycles. On the other 
hand, the rebalancing of ecosystems and the natural forests and the 
restoration of the forest ecosystems destroyed by the war or the actions of 
man are of even more pressing significance. This is also one of the basic 
reasons underlying the initial victory that has been won following the first 
year of implementation of the resolution of the Ist Forestry Conference of the 
Mekong Delta Provinces. 


llowever, the development of the movement has not been uniform, continuous, 
widespread or steady. Material bases are still weak and management and 
technical cadres are still very few in number and do not meet the requirements 
of their task, a task that is becoming larger with each passing day. 
Especially serious are the many shortcomings that still exist in the 
management and protection of forests; the cutting of forests and forest fires 
till occur, causing serious damage to national resources and greatly 
affecting the plan to build forest resources. At many places, forest fires 
have had a chain reaction effect upon the soil, water sources, animal life, 
plant life and microorganisms and their consequences have been and are 
profoundly affecting the environment in which man lives and affecting many 
other production sectors. 





At present, very little land within the Mekong Delta lies in forests. The 


forests that do exist are the final remaining elements of natural ecosystems 
that must be well prot ected through deters ined and effe ') Ve Measure taren on 
each area and block of forests. At the same time, « cvuct accelerate 
alforestation and the planting of trees. According ° re liminary 


calculations, if we include the amount of land that has teen stabilize 
regulations for use in forestry, the barren land on which no forests exist ane 
the agricultural land that must be planted with trees in order to improve its 
acidic, sulfate soil, the Mekong Delta can develop the forestry sector on more 
than 660,000 hectares. [f we complete the covering of barren ground with 
trees, we will increase the degree of cover provided by the forests of the 
area from 5-7 to 21 percent without ever affecting the scale of grain 
production or the amount of area under the cultivation of grain. Here, 
despite difficulties with saline, sulfate soil, dry weather that is conducive 
to forest fires and so forth, if we employ the correct methods, establish 
correct targets, create good models, practice intensive cultivation and attach 
importance to good cultural practices, conservation and the prevention of 
forest fires, we are highly capable of rapidly developing forest resources. 


In order to quickly achieve the objective of building forest resources, we 
must do the following: 


1. To begin with, it is necessary to accelerate planning, correctly establish 
the scale and stages of development and establish a correct allocation of 
crops that coordinates agriculture, forestry and fishing, provides for a full- 
scale business and develops both economic and ecological potentials. On the 
basis of business objectives and specific natural conditions, it is necessary 
to plan the planting of trees through suitable, model forms of organization 
and coordinate this planning with the construction of the system of canals and 
ditches supporting water conservancy, communications, fire prevention and 
control, the cultivation of marine products and so forth to insure the 
successful establishment of forests wherever trees are planted. 


2. On the basis of planning and reorganizing the forests and redrawing the 
management boundaries of forestry sites and state farms, it is necessary to 
put forests under the management of districts on a widespread basis and assign 
land to agencies, units, collectives and families for the planting of trees. 
In the spirit of providing incentive for the people to invest in the planting 
of trees, the various localities must adopt specific policies that provide 
assistance and favorable conditions so that collectives and families are 
enthused about planting trees. These policies must clearly reflect the smooth 
coordination of the three interests and insure that those persons who plant 
trees have their interests satisfactorily protected and are able to use their 
trees in stable businesses that last for many years. 


b, [It is necessary to build material-technical bases for the tree planting 
movement, bases which include tree seed, nurseries, canal and dit-h systems 
and other material-technical bases. In the immediate future, we must quickly 
build the system of nurscries and promote the harvesting and procurement of 
seed, Every district must have a central nursery; every forestry site, state 
farm, cooperative and production collective must have a nursery. Incentive 
must be provided for families to produce tree seed for planting and for sale 








ty other persons in order to insure that every locality nas enough seed t 
meet its afforestation plan. As regards those species ci trees that easily 
catch on fire, such as cajuput, it is absolutely necessary to construct canal 
and ditch networks and, where possible, to equip with effective fire 
prevention and control equipment. Coordinated forestry sanitation measures 
must be taken to insure that afforestation yields stable results. At places 
where management, conservation and fire prevention an! control conditions are 
deemed inade uate, trees should not be planted. Intensive cultivation must be 
practiced from the very first stage, the techniques of afforestation cust 
comply with the regulations governing each species and attention must be given 
to insuring quality and results while avoiding ostentatiousness and waste. 


: It is necessary to conduct widespread propaganda work among cadres, party 
members and the people. The various party committee echelons must concern 
themselves with providing direct leadership, with active participation by the 
various sector, This mevement must be closely linked to the other movements 
of the locality, especially the cooperativization movement, and to the socio- 
economic development plans of each province, district and village in order to 
achieve close coordination and unified guidance and receive appropriate 
investments of capital, materials and labor. The specialized apparatus that 
yuides this effort, especially the district forestry apparatus, is still very 
weak and must be strengthened at an early date. 

At present, the provinces of the Mekong Delta, Ho Chi Minh City and the Vung 
Tau-Con Dao special zone face a serious imbalance between the need for wood 
and firewood for use by the people in their everyday lives and the ability of 
the natural forests within the region as well as the forests in the provinces 
of (he Fast and the Central Highlands to provide these products. The only way 
to correct this situation is to accelerate the planting of trees and 
afforestation in areas of barren land, swamps and inundated land, along canal 
embankments and roads, around houses and around gardens by means of  state- 
operated forces, collective forces and families utilizing capital acquired on 
their own in coordination with investments and assistance from the state and 
policies that truly provide incentive for everyone to plant trees, for each 
household to plant trees, for the state and the people to plant trees 
together. With the potentials that lie in their vast lands, in their abundant 
labor and rich variety of tree species, the provinces of the Mekong Delta can 
increase the scale of afforestation to 30,000 or 40,000 hectares per year and 
a few hundred million trees in a decentralized manner in order to meet the 
atfore tation target before 1990. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


YOUTH EFFORTS IN GRAIN PRODUCTION REVIEWED 
Hanoi THANH NIEN in Vietnamese Aug 83 pp 12-14 


[Article by Le Hong: "The First Year of the Shock Youth Program To Accelerate 
Grain Production" ] 


[Text] Recently, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ho Chi Minh Communist 
Youth Union Central Committee held a conference to review the implementation 
of the grain program, one of the five revolutionary activity programs of the 
youths of our country. 


The conferees were unanimous in their evaluation of the initial results that 
have been achieved: 


tecause the program has only been in effect for 1 year, for 3 production 
seasons, and because we have implemented it on the basic level while gaining 
experience in how to guide the program, there are still many aspects of the 
program that have not been implemented. However, compared to the target of 
bringing together the work, the people, the strong organization and the 
material bases needed to organize activities within the youth movement, the 
movement has developed in the correct direction and undergone many good and 
encouraging changes. 


First, the movement to register to “build high yield fields that exceed 
contract quotas" and voluntarily sell a portion of the product over and above 
contract quotas to the state has gained the participation of millions of 
youths. Thousands, tens of thousands of youths are participating in this 
movement not only in the high yield rice areas of those provinces that have a 
tradition of intensive cultivation, such as Ha Nam Ninh, Thai Binh, Hai Hung, 
Thanh Hoa and so forth, but even in such mountain provinces as Lai Chau and Ha 
Tuyen and such large cities as Hanoi, Haiphong and Ho Chi Minh City. During 
the 1983 5*th month-spring season, nearly 3 million youths registered to raise 
263,000 hectares of high yield rice crops. Inspections conducted at many 
places showed: the majority of fields exceeded contract quotas by 30 percent. 
Some model fields exceeded quotas by 100 to 150 percent. Mr. and Mrs. Do Ngoc 
Tinh, both of whom are Youth Union members in unit number 2 of the Hai Thanh 
Cooperative in Ha Nam Ninh Province, worked & sao of land and produced more 
than 34 quintals, an average yield of 11.5 tons per hectare per season, 





pearing about the factors that led to the success of the )} 943 a me rt; 


spring season, Nguyen Ngoc Triu, Minister of Agriculture, Userved: "The 
results achieved under the grain program of youths are closely linked to the 
youth movement, to the agricultural achievements of our country in the recent 
past and to the political task of the party. we are gradually becoming self- 
sufficient in grain. In particular, in 1983, we harvested a bumper crop under 


, 
unfavorable natural conditions... The chief of the Crop Production Department 


Da 
of the Ministry of Agriculture maintains that the grain production program of 
the youths of our country was one of the factors leading to this success. Of 
course, 1M many provinces, youths are thinking farther ahead. ‘hey are youths 
wig produce much grain but who also make sure that the state acquire: 
additional grain reserves sc that it can balance supply and demand throughout 
the country. It is for this reason that the youths of Ha Nam Ninh, Haiphong, 
Hanoi and so forth volunteered to sell some of their grain over and above 
contract quotas to the state. During this first year, although tr program 
has not been launched in many provinces, the state has obtained tens of 


thousands of additional tons of paddy from youths.” 


secondly, 4 large force of 250,000 persons consisting of Youth Union cadres, 
the members of the various specialized farming units and su forth has been 
trained in and participated in practical application of agricultural 
techniques and the management of cooperatives and production teams and units. 
General knowledge of the soil, water, crop varieties, fertilizer, pests, 
technical regulations and so forth has been increased through numerous short- 
term training classes lasting a few days at installations, thereby further 
increasing the effectiveness of the new, advanced techniques and opening 
prospects tor our Youth Union and the agricultural sector to train millions of 
persons each year and provide them with general knowledge for use in 
agricultural production. 


Thirdly, although their numbers are not large, the 3,800 specialized seed 
units, 7,800 crop protection teams and units, 4,120 202 water conservancy 
units, 3,900 duckweed seed production teams and thousands of farmland water 
conservancy units within the collective production sector, more than 60 
percent of whose members are youths, have played a very significant role in 
Strengthening socialist production relations and improving the product 
contracts with individual laborers. On the other hand, 9% percent of the 
Youth Union detachments and chapters within these specialized teams and units 
have been strengthened, been awarded the title “Strong and Solid Youth Union 
Chapter” and are serving as the nucleus of the system of Youth Union. 
organizations in the countryside. They have made a positive contribution by 
introducing to the party some %,000 outstanding Youth Union members, 
accepting 96,000 youths into the Youth Union and gaining the participation of 
218,000 more youths in various activity units on the basic level. There are 
many models that can be cited, such as the specialized seed unit of the Dai 
Phong Cooperative in Binh Tri Thien Province; the N*thol Ha specialized seed 
unit in Lam Dong Province; the science and technology unit of the Tan Tien 
Cooperative in Ha Nam Ninh Province; the crop protection unit of the Quang An 
Cooperative in Hanoi; the 202 water conservancy unit of the Minh Tan 
Cooperative in Vinh Phu Province; the duckweed seed team of Kieu Ky Village in 
Hanoi and so forth. 
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Fourthly, youths at the agencies, enterprises and so forth within agriculture 


mid other sectors have conducted many scientific research projects, projects 
produce tools, transport supplies aid so forth in support of agriculture, 
Avain, there are many model units that can be mentioned, ich as the youths of 
the aindustrial and transport sectors of Hai Hung, who produced for 
Cooperutives 3 tons of spare parts for pumps, 40 sets of cage pipe wheels, 


1,000 hand tools and 1,000 improved carts while repairing 200 diesel engine 
and jJ00 gasoline engines and machines and sending to the countryside 40,000 
tons of materials and tertilizer. The youths of the Ha Bac Machine Enterprise 
have produced 10,000 insecticide spray pumps. The more than 12,000 communist 
youth projects to build water conservancy projects, build rural roads, make 
fertilizer, clear wilderness, plant subsidiary food crops and so forth have 
made positive contributions to increasing the effectiveness with which the 
"grain program" has been implemented on the basic level. 


The “shock youth accelerating grain production" program is an expression of 
the attitude of youths toward the pressing problem facing the country, the 
grain problem, At the same time, it has created a movement to become deeply 
involved in science and technology and apply technological dvances in 
production, Therefore, the products of the movement, the results of the 


program must lie not only in the effort to produce much grain, but also in 
mobilizing youths to voluntarily sell much grain to the state. At the same 
time, we must build material-technical bases to stimulate the continuous 
development of agriculture; train millions of youths who possess knowledge of 
technology and management, who are fully qualified and able to be the masters 
of their fields; strengthen and improve che socialist production relations; 
create the conditions needed to rapidly introduce technological advances in 
production and improve the rice product contracts with individual laborers. 
Therefore, during their recent joint conference, the Secretariat of the Youth 
Union Central Committee and the leadership of the Ministry of Agriculture 
‘yreed to expand and improve some of the activities involved in the program, 
fo begin with, it is necessary to actively participate in training for 
"fields" a large corps of youths who have knowledge of agricultural technology 
ind management, 


ihe youths of today exercise their mastery over fields by means of their 
icademic and technical knowledge; when they are no longer youths, they will be 
farmer who exercise their mastery over fields through their technical 
Knowledge, their knowledge of economics and the experience gained in life. 
foday, the Youth Union and the agricultural sector are training youths in the 
knowledge that they need concerning the soil, water, fertilizer, seed and so 


orovided 


forth, no just for today, but for tomorrow as well. Youths are being { 


with what they need to truly be the masters of society, the masters of nature 


ind the masters of themselves, Many district Youth Union organizations have 
reported: if each village holds afew training classes in production 
fundamentals for a few hundred youths each year, the district will manage to 


train 9,000 to 6,000 persons, And, in this way, we can annually train about | 
millior youths in basic technical and management knowledge with the 
participation of 50 percent of the districts in our country, JAY, for example, 


the 19% key grain production districts, if together w 


, " " 
itn this main (TOp 
fraininy method, the di tricts also hold frade tr pifhiniy cla iS ind work study 





classes that are closely associated with the specialized seed unit: if they 


’ 
open yeneral Youth Union correspondence schools and so forth, they can 
annually train for fields about 50,000 technicians who possess elementary 


level agricultural technical and management qualifications. 


It is also necessary to establish centers for “receiving and disseminating 
technology." Each center should consist of a youth science-technology 
section, a collection of technical books supporting the study and application 
of technology in production and about | hectare of croplancd to conduct 
technical experiments with the various types of crops. Such centers would 


create in the countryside a movement to learn agricultural knowledge from 
books and magazines, to exchange opinions concerning and discuss in every form 
available specialized technica! and management issues with a view toward 
promptly supporting the introduction of advanced technology in production. 


secondly, a widespread movement must be launched among rural youths to 

"register to practice intensive cultivation on fields, exceed contract quotas 

and sell a percentage of the product produced over and above quotas to the 
" 

State, 


[The objectives of the movement are not limited to emulation among youths to 
exceed contract quotas, rather, the practical aspects as we!! as the depth of 
the movement lie in creating a movement to practice intensive cultivation 
through the use of such advanced techniques as utilizing new, high yield 
varieties, sowing and transplanting crops on schedule, providing efficient 
irrigation and drainage for crops, utilizing much organic fertilizer and 
making effective use of fertilizer in order to achieve the highest possible 
yield, Thus, in actuality, we are also accelerating the movements to make 
organic fertilizer and raise duckweed, 


On the basis of the actual situation in Ha Nam Ninh, Thanh Hoa, Haiphong 
other places, we have put together the following figures: if 5 million r 
youths (approximately 5O percent of the total number of rural youths) who are 
working under product contracts register to intensively cultivate crops on WO 
quare meters of land and achieve yields of 8 to 10 tons per hectare, contract 
quotas will be exceeded by roughly 40 percent and we will have about 750,000 
additional tons of grain each year. And, if one-third of this amount is sold 
to the state, the state will have at least 250,000 additional tons each year. 


ul 


Thus, it is boih an honor and a responsibility for each rural youth to 
participate in the grain program by registering to practice intensive 
cultivation, registering to exceed contract quotas, registering to sell a 
portion of their grain over and above contract quotas to the state and set 
aside i portion "for the forward bases" and the communist youth projects, 


4 


This paddy is the paddy of obl ligation ana devotion to socialist ONnstruction, 
Thirdly, we must develop upon the positive, revolutionary role played by 
youths in the transformation of pr duction relations and the improvement of 
OC ial ist produc tion relat ions within agricult if~e and in the buil ling of Che 


new countryside, 
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lecting Youth Union members, youths and members of the Women's Union who 
‘tivists, who are academically qualified and possess a high spirit of 
vonsibility to attend training classes for production collective and 
erative management cadres; 
fraying farmer to participate in the effort to establish and 
ngthen production collectives; 
tring good examples in implementing the new contracts and waging an active 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


QUALIFICATIONS OF LABOR MANAGFMENT CADRES SENT OVERSEAS CRITICIZED 
Hanoi THANH NIEN in Vietnamese Aug 83 pp 18-20 


[Article by Le Van Nhan: "Concerning the Utilization and Training of Young 
Cadres Among the Youths Cooperating in Labor Overseas" 


[Text] One of the important objectives of the policy of labor cooperation 
with the fraternal sociaiist countries is for the fraternal countries, through 
the cooperative use of labor, to train for us a corps of skilled laborers to 
meet the requirements of developing our country's economy in future years. 


This objective is a common objective for all youths and laborers and an 
objective of a pressing nature for management cadres (who include labor 
management cadres and cadres who perform party work and mass organization 
work) overseas, primarily the young cadres within the corps of management 
cadres, 


Thus, what is the situation concerning the corps of young cadres who are being 
trained and utilized in foreign countries? This matter must be correctly 
researched, surveyed and evaluated. In this article, we shall only present 
several aspects of the situation that are deserving of attention and point out 
a number of problems that must be resolved in the immediate future. 


The fraternal socialist countries have agreed to help us train tens of 
thousands of outstanding youths of our country and have accepted a_ large 
number of youths to work in cooperation with many different sectors and trades 
and in many different areas. Having thoroughly analyzed the situation, we see 
that there are many problems deserving of concern in many areas, included 
among which is the situation surrounding the corps of young cadres who are 
serving as the nucleus of the youth movement and managing laborers overseas, 
cadres who, at the same time, are being trained to supplement our corps of 
economic management cadres when they return home. 


Concerning their key task within the youth movement and the management of 
labor overseas; 


[In a previous article(l), we analyzed the characteristics, the functions and 
the tasks of our cooperative labor management apparata in friendly countries, 





These are the minimum requirements that must be met to achieve the ob ject 


of cooperating in the use of labor with the fraternal socialist countries. 


The performance of management work is revealing certain rtcomings of 
part of the corps of cadres, included among whom are young cacdr they 
not have a firm grasp of what is involved in comprehensive management, + ¢ 
in which teaching politics and ideology is of primary importance; many cadre 


do not know how to agitate among the masses, do not represent the right of 
collective ownership of the masses and are not close to youths; 4 rather lary 
percentage have failed to set good examples in their ethics, their style and 
their attitude; there is much paternalism, arbitrariness, envy of another’ 
position and factionalism, which have led to a loss of unity; attention is not 
being given to utilizing young cadres, to employing them in their shock role 
and practically all of them are passive, which has led to a situation in whic 
they are inclined to agree with everyone and compromise, a situation in wh 
their will to defend the truth, defend that which is right has declined. 


As regards the task of training cooperative labor cadres to become the force 
that supplements our corps of management cadres in future years, the Ministry 
of Labor has provided the following guidance: management cadres who 
participate in labor cooperation must "show prospects for becoming. management 
cadres on the basic level." In actuality, however, many management cadres are 
quite old and unsuited to managing persons who consist almost entirely of 
youths and unable to fulfill their task of training cadres. Management cadre 
selection standards are unreasonable: the most important requirements are 
foreiyn language and technical skills, not the ability to mobilize and 
organize the masses, not knowledge of economic management, not the ability to 


educate and train the new, socialist man, not the ethical qualities or 
character of cadres and so forth. Training policies have not been defined, 


immediate and long-term training and utilization have not been planned and, as 
a result, attention has not been given fo young cadres. 


On the basis of the situation described above, we suggest that the following 


ceveral problems related to young cadres be resolved at an early date: 

l, lt is necessary to establish a reasonable structure for the corps of! 
cadres in order to manage labor in accordance with the prine iple "the nary 
leads, the state manages and the people exercise ownership.” 

Haviny ‘tudied the agreements signed between us and our friends and the 
reyul tions of rhe labor Management agency, we SEF frat There Aare 
limitations, including major limitations concerning the structure of the ips 
ol wanagement cadres, The friendly countries that are cooperating in labor 
with us are the fraternal socialist countries. Therefore, we need not only 
tate management cadres, but also party cadres and cadres of the 


{ | f / i ’ ‘+ 
organizations (the Youth Union, lrace Union and women’s Union) withir if 


Structure of the ( Orp ; of | ibor mana gemef! Cadre 


lhe position of the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union in the management f 
Al ' ‘ ‘ 4 
Students studying abroad is: lhe part prOVIdeS leadership ne sour iii 
y ' } J rs 
' 
erves as the nucleus and students abroad manage hemselves., (2) As regat 


youths who are participating in labor Cooperation, rrée foutl High, 





this matter is not defined in any document, the Youth nion, cleari 
recoyhizing its responsibility toward youths and the management of youths, has 


etiectively and actively participated in the implementation of this policy of 


the party and state, llowever, because the management system, if general, and 
the tructure of the corps of cadres, in particular, are not rational, the 
results that have been achieved have been very limited we feel that we 
hould concern ourselves with building the corps of Youth Union cadres in a 
specific and practical manner. For example, Youth Union cadres range from 
basic level cadres (who also hold other jobs) to the cadres on the various 


upper levels (who are specialists, are collaborators); in foreign countries, 
specialized cadres, due to management requirements, also include cadres whose 
salaries are paid by us and cadres whose salaries are paid by our friends. 
Reality has made this requiremeit a necessity; several enterprises of our 
friends that have worked with the Youth Union organization have proposed that 
specialized Youth Union cadres be assigned to them but it is regrettable that 
our labor management agency has not accepted this proposal. On the basis of 
initial calculations, we suggest that the number of specialized Youth Union 
cadres who work on the basic level and are paid by our friends equal one-half 
the total number of basic level cadres whose salaries are paid by our friends. 


There is a need to carefully analyze the structure of the corps of labor 
management cadres of the state, party work cadres and cadres of the mass 
organizations, a corps within which cadres who are youths are very necessary. 
However, because of the framework of this article, we shall deal with this 
matter on another occasion, 


2. ‘There is a need to improve the selection of cadres, 


The cooperative labor management cadre force is supposed to be selected from 
the two main systems: skilled cadres from the ministries and unskilled cadres 
from localities. [n actuality, however, such is not the case. The urgent 
improvements that are needed are standards for selecting the cadres who will 
yo overseas and instructions in how to formulate plans, apportion cadre 
selection norms and organize the selection of cadres, At present, the 
majority of cadres are selected at agencies and schools (from among teachers 
and newly graduated students) or among graduates returning from schools 
overseas, Among this number, there are school management cadres and 
,ientific cadres (veteran engineers, holders of M.A. degrees and so forth), 
many of whom have no specific experience in or knowledge of management, of how 
to ayitate among the masses; there have even been many cases in which students 
returning from schools overseas have been selected even though they have not 


done well in their training. 


Ministry of labor Circular 27, which provides instructions concerning the 
election of cadres, states: “Manual workers, civil servants and youths must 
be introduced by the Trade Union and the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union 
before being considered for selection.” However, when the Youth Union 
proposes the selection of some of its cadres who have on-the-job experience, 
are technically qualified and have the trust of the masses at some 
enterprises, worksites and schools that have a good youth movement, the 
suggestion is not accepted by the selection agency. 








Therefore, in order to have young management cadres who meet utilization and 
training requirements, it is absolutely necessary for the Youth Union (all) 
level.) to participate in the selection process. The Youth Union = can 
participate to many different degrees, including accepting norms as a cadre 
election center, when it clearly knows the requirements,  p 
for selecting cadres, the Youth Union is fully capable of appointing cadres 
who meet management cadre requirements and fully capable of training them weli 
before they leave, which includes everything from training them (by holding 
classes) in foreign languages to preparing their thinking and assigning them 
specific responsibilities prior to sending them to the labor management agency 
for professional management training. 


lal ' schedule 


», It 1S necessary to organize thorough training for management cadres before 
they x0 Overseas, 


[he management agency has made a number of improvements to its program but it 
still does not meet requirements. The amount of time allocated for formal 
training is brief and does not provide for effective training; while attending 
training classes, cadres must complete the procedures for going overseas, 
consequently, cadre cannot concentrate and many groups of cadres have been 
ent overseas before they could be given instructions and trained. We 
maintain that training cadres and assigning them responsibilities before they 
leave are mandatory requirements, Any cadre who does not have time to attend 
a training class should not yet be sent to work overseas, 


it is necessary to define in detail the task of each type cadre: labor 
management cadres on the various levels, translators, party cadres, mass 
organization cadres and so forth, especially with regard to young cadres. It 
is necessary to assign to them clear tasks with regard to management and the 
improvement of their qualifications while overseas, 


it is very necessary to inspect, for a final time, the awareness, the spirit 
of responsibility and the ethical qualities of each group of cadres’ before 
they leave. This job should be assigned to the responsible agency, not simply 
to a few cadres accompanying eac h group. 


+ it is necessary to establish a policy governing the use and training of 
rdre 

lo work and study are the right and the obligation of cadres, Because 

management has not been strengthened and because the policy governing the use 


md = otraining of cadres has not been defined in detail, many cadres are not 


performing their jobs fully and many others do not know how to perform their 
jobs but do not study in order to improve their qualifications. 


It I! necessary to incorporate within our management regulations a= study 
proyram for management cadres, in general, and a mandatory study program for 
young cadres, in particular, At the same time, we must request that cur 


friends adopt necessary policies and create favorable conditions for cadres to 
‘tudy and improve their qualifications while they are working overseas, 


>», Concerning management cadres and laborers, 


) 














Havi neg Sur veyed the actual situation in «2 number of localities and units , * 
} , a o_o ina 1 ae - 
ain rhat the fol ,OWl ng requirement =, of persons ifi CNarge are 1€g1 timate 


requ rementss 


’ 


Maiti 


Laborers must be closely managed, that is, must be managed from the time they 
are preparing to leave, while working overseas and when they return "ome. 
Therefore, laborers and cadres should be selected from the same locality. 
These cadres should be assigned by the leaders of the units and localities 
sending them overseas management responsibilities and should be required to 
regularly send reports home to help their unit and locality organize and 
prepare laborers to work in a manner consistent with the skil 
develop and the growth that they undergo while overseas. 


When laborers are assembled at the stations of the locality or sector, they 
can be immediately piaced into an organization, an organization that includes 
management cadres from the very outset. There are still many groups of 
laborers who are being sent overseas without being organized well first. Over 
the past 2 or 3 years, some provinces and municipalities have sent thousands 
of laborers overseas but have not been assigned specific norms on sending 
management cadres to accompany these laborers. We suggest that the 
responsible agencies study and resolve this matter. 


In the implementation of the cooperative labor program over the past several 
years, our party and state have issued necessary directives to the responsible 
agencies, directives that have resolved many pressing problems. [It is our 
hope that the matters presented above, along with many other pressing matters, 
will be resolved with a view toward creating favorable conditions for the 
youths and young cadres participating in cooperative labor overseas to make 
contributions and mature, thereby meeting both our requirements and those of 
our ftriends, 


FOOTNOTES 


|. "Mot so y kien ve cong tac quan ly nguoi di lao dong hop tac..."[Some 
Thoughts on the Management of the Persons Participating in Cooperative 
labor...|, TAP CHI THANH NIEN, No 1-1983, 


2. Excerpt from Council of Ministers’ Resolution 199/CP dated 41 December 
1972, 
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